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ACCOUNT 


OFTHE 


Dignity and Office of a Stad- 
holder, and of Captain-Gene- 
raland Admiral of the United 


Provinces. 


Extracted from the moſt Authentick 
Dutch Writers, and State-Papers. 


in Dutch, one who holds or ſupplies the 
Stead or Place of another, and anſwers ex- 
actly to the Engliſh and French Word Lieutenant : 
Whence it follows that this Officer repreſents the 
Perſon of another, who is above him; as a Lord- 


1 HE Word Stad- or Stede-Houder, ſignifies 


Lieutenant of Ireland, for Inſtance, repreſents the 
Perſon of the King. Accordingly we ind that be. 
fore and under the Government of the Houſes of Bur- 
gundy and Auſtria, Stadholders were appointed to re- 
preſent the Sovereigns of the Nerberlande, and de- 
fend their Rights; for which purpoſe they were 


provided with Inſtructions, which they were obliged 
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( iv ) 

to follow. In Philip the Fair's Time there was a 
Governeſs-General ſet over all the Low-Countries, 
under whom were the particular Sradbolders of the 
ſeveral Provinces. The Succeſſors of Philip, who 
were often Foreigners, had alſo their Governors- 
General, or Deputies in the Netherlands. In the 
time of the Emperor Charles V. Count Yan Buren 
was Captain-General, and the Lord Yan Beveren 
Admiral; whence it appears that theſe two Offices 
were not always beftowed on the ſame Perſon. 

In the Beginning of the Troubles occaſioned by the 
tyrannical Government of Spain, the Netherlanders, 
eſpecially in Holland and Zealand, thought of taking 
proper Meaſures to oppole the Spaniſh Ambition 
and Cruelty, as they were exerciſed by the Duke of 
Alva and his Adherents. William I. was at that 
Time Stadholder of Holland, Zealand, and Utrecht 
for King Philip II. but being diſcontented, he was 
retired from the Ne herlands, and dwelt chiefly upon 
his Seat at Dillemburgh in the Farldom of Naſſau : 
He had been educated at the Court of Charles V. 
with whom he was in the higheſt Favour, and when 
that Emperor gave up the Netherlands to his Son 
Philip, Prince William expected that the Poſt of 
Governor-General of all thoſe Provinces would have 
been beſtowed upon him; but he was diſappointed, 


and obliged to be ſatisfied with the Stadholderſhip 


of three Provinces only. He had ſpent a great part 


of his own Eſtate in the Emperor's Service, and was 
one of thoſe Noblemen of the Netherlands who 


blowed the Coals of Diſſenſion in order to find their 
own account in the Change of the Government. 
He declared, however, before he retired out of the 
Low-Countrics, that he was unjuſtly charged with 
being unable to pay his Debts, and with endeavour- 
ing for that Reaſon to ſubvert thꝭe Government; 
that he had ſtill full ſixty Thouſand Gilders Income, 
clear of all Charges, and that he would never at- 


tempt 
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tempt any thing againſt the King, unleſs his Ma- 
jeſty injured him in his Eſtate or Reputation. He 
had, indeed, dared to declare publickly in the Coun- 
Cl] of State, that he could not approve a Sovereign 
ſhould preſume to rule over the Minds of his Sub- 
jects, and deprive them of the Liberty of Conſcience z 
but he added, that for his part he would adhere to 
the Roman Catholick Religion, The Year after his 
Departure, that is, in 1567, he was ſummoned by 
the Duke of Alva, to appear and anſwer the Ar- 
ticles laid to his Charge, and on his Non- appear- 
ance he was baniſhed, and all his Eſtate forfeited to 
the King. The Noblemen who had followed him 
into Germany, adviſed him to undertake an Expedi- 
tion againſt Alva, to which he conſented indeed, 
but with great Reluctancy. Accordingly in the 
Year 1568, he croſſed the Maeſe with a few Troops, 
but returned very ſoon into Germany without at- 
tempting any thing. Whilſt he was preparing for 
a ſecond Expedition, Brie! was taken by thoſe who 
oppoſcd the Spaniſh Tyranny, which proved the firſt 
Beginning and the Foundation of the Liberty of the 
Counts y. He endeavourcd in the mean time to get 
Aſſiſtance from France, where the Court made him 
fair Promiſes, with no other View but to cruſh the 
Proteſtants in that Kingdom more effectually. There 
was a Ireaty concluded between the French King 
and Prince Lewis of Noor, by which the Low- 
Countries were to be vided between the French 
and the Prince of Orange. The latter was to have 
Holland, Zealand, Utrecht, and Friefland; and all 
the other Provinces were to be united with France. 
But it appeared afterwards that there was but little to 
be expected from the French. 

W hilſt the Prince was ſtill in Germany, there was 
an Aſſembly ot the States of Hollaud heid at Dort, 
Fuly the 15th, 1572, in which the Lords Jan Alde- 
gonde and Duiven voorde were prelent as * 
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from the Prince: In that Aſſembly it was reſolved 
to acknowledge the King of Spain, in the Perſon of 
his Stadbolder the Prince of Orange, as lawful Earl 
of Holland, and to grant Liberty of Conſcience both 
to the Reman Catholicks and to the Reformed. 
The Prince arrived at Enchuyſen towards the latter 
End of O#sber, and was received there, as well as 
throughout all Holland, with the utmoſt Acclama- 
tions of Joy. Soon after this, he was made Gene- 
ral of the States Forces, and in the Year 1576, the 
States of Holland and Zealand appointed him, as 
much as lay in them, Chief and Supreme Magiſtrate 
| of thoſe two Provinces ; ſince which Time he al- 
ways enjoyed there the ſupreme Power and Autho- 
rity. He procured to twelve ſmall Cities in Holland, 
which were not always uſed to ſend Deputies to the 
States, the Right or Privilege of ſending their Re- 
preſentatives thither, as well as the fix large Cities : 
And in the Year 1574, he erected the Village of 
Arnemuiden, in the Iſland of WYalcheren in Zealand, 
into a City, and beſtowed ſeveral Privileges upon 
| it. The more conſiderable Employments were in 
38 his Gift, and he managed all military Affairs, both 
| by Sea and by Land, according to his own Will and. 
1 Plealure, and with the Advice of ſuch Perſons only 
as he himſelf thought fit to chuſe. However, it 
mult be owned, to his Glory, that by his Prudence 


and Courage he contributed very much to eſtabliſh i 
and ſecure the Liberty of his Country: No Danger ; 
could prevent hun from promoting the common } 


Cauſe, even when Affairs were in ſuch a forlorn 
Condition, that no ſuitable Reward could be re. 
turned him for his Labour, as the States of Holland 


1 July 1584. This unfortunate Accident happened 
'F juſt when the States of Holland and Zealand, having 
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| | have expreſily owned at a Time when they were far 
| | from favouring the Family of Orange; namely in the 
| | Year 1654. He was ſhot by a Traitor the roth of 
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ſhook off the Spaniſh Yoke, were on the Point to 


inſtall him Earl of thoſe two Provinces. This affair 
had been a great while upon the Carpet. ThePrince 
pretended that the Offcr of that high Dignity was 
very much againſt his Inclination, whilſt his moſt 
intimate Friends, as the Lord Van Aldegonde, and 
Mynheer Paul Buis, were promoting it with the 
utmoſt Zeal in all the Deliberations that were held 
about it. And indeed, he ſhewed publickly enough 
how much he was pleaſed with the Reſolution that 
was taken in that reſpect as ſoon as the Year 1583, 
in an Aſſembly of the States of Holland. Thoſe of 
Zealand had allo reſolved to preſent him with the 
Earldom, under certain Conditions, They differed 
only about ſome particular Points: Nor were 
Amſterdam and Gouda yet quite agreed with the 
other Cities of Holland; but they reſolved 
on the 4th of June, 1584, to agree with 
the Majority, and not to delay the Inſtallation any 
longer. This Affair came again upon the Carpet 
at the Hague, the 7th of July, and three Days 
after, they heard the News of his unexpected 
Death. This put a Stop to all further Delibera- 
tions, and ealed many true Patriots of the Fears 
they were under of loſing again their newly re- 
triev'd Liberty, ſays my Author. 

During the Prince's Life, and after his Death, the 
ſupreme Authority over all the United Provinces 
was offered to ſeveral Perſons, and particularly to 
the Duke of Alengon, and to the Earl of Leiceſter. 
But the Earl's haughty Conduct made the States re- 
ſolve to ſuppreſs the Office of Governor General, and 
to chuſe for the future only a Captain General, who 
ſhould have no other Command, but over the States 
Forces, except ſuch Autherity, as the ſeveral Pro- 
vinces, each in their refpective Diſtrict, ſhould 
think proper to beſtow upon him. 


After 
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After the Earl of Leiceſter's Retreat, Prince Mau- 
rice, Son to William I. who before Leiceſter's Ar- 
rival had but little ſhare in the Adminiſtration, be- 
gan to exert. the Office of Stadbolder of Holland 
and Zealand, and of Captain General of the States 
Armies, with more Authority : He was a very 
able Warrior, particularly in conducting Sieges, 
wherein he knew, better than any Man, how to 
ſpare the Soldiers Lives: And as long as he kept 
up a good Underſtanding with the States, the 
People reaped the Benefits of that Proſperity, which 
was the Conſequence of ſeveral of his ſucceſsful 
Enterprizes. But after the Year 1600 they be- 
gan to obſerve a conſiderable Alteration in his 
Conduct. He did entirely diſlike the Truce that 
was negociating with Spain; he wrote to Henry IV. 
King of France, who was Mediator between Spain 
and the States, to diſſuade him from promoting the 
Truce ; and, what was directly againſt the funda- 
mental Laws of the Country, he practiſed ſecretely 
upon ſeveral Magiſtrates of the Cities, and Mem- 
bers of the States, threatning that he would con- 
tinue the War with Spain, even tho' he were ſup- 
ported only by three or four Cities. The Truce was 
not concluded before the Archduke Albert had 
promiſed the Prince and his two Brothers, a Sum 
of three hundred thouſand Gilders. The States 
General were alſo obliged to declare that they would 
fuffer him to enjoy the Revenues of his military 
Employments, and other Advantages, during the 
Truce, as well as in time of War, granting him 
moreover a yearly Income of twenty thouſand 
Gilders. The Prince did afterwards, under a 
Shew of protecting the Reformed Religion, re- 
move from the Magiſtracy, impriſon, and put 
to Death the moſt faithful Patriots, who oppoſed 
his ambitious Deſigns. Barnevelt's promoting 
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the twelve Years Truce, againſt the Prince*s In- 


clination 
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clination, is by ſome alledged as the chief, and by 
others as the only Cauſe of the Stadholder's Ha- 


tred againſt him, which coſt him his Life. The 


Prince did alſo charge Barnevelt with endeavouring 
to alienate the King of England from him, and with 
writing to the King. of France, what tie States 
diſliked in his Conduct. Some add to all this another 
Particular. They obſerve, that the Widow of 
William I. endeavour'd to engage Barnevelt, in the 
Prince's Name, to uſe his Intereſt and beſt Endea- 
vours to raiſe him to the Sovereignty. of his Coun- 
try. But Barnevelt oppoſed that Deſign with the 
ſtrongeſt Argument, ſhewing that the Prince was 
working his own Ruin, if he aimed at the ſove- 
reign Power. It was no difficult matter to make 
the Princeſs ſenſible of this, and ſhe endeavour'd 
to convince Prince Maurice of it z but he made 
her ſuch a cold Anſwer, that ſhe plainly. perceived, 
as ſhe herſelf afterwards declared to the Embaſſador 
du Maurier, that his Ambition has blinded him 
to ſuch a Degree, that the ſtrongeſt Argument 
* ſhe could uſe, made not the leaſt Impreſſion on 

n 2 Sel 
Yet it may appear ſtrange, that after the Death 
of Barnevelt, Prince Maurice did not proſecute his 
Deſign of obtaining the ſovereign Power; which 
made ſeveral People conclude, that he never had 
any ſuch View; and it muſt be confeſſed that 
this Preſumption is not altogether improbable. 
But others aſſert that he gave up his Deſign for 
no other reaſon, but that he plainly perceived 
the Execution of it was impracticable. His moſt 
intimate; Friends, they ſay, and Barnevel“ꝰs greateſt 
Enemies, when he ſounded them' with regard to 
the Sovereignty he aim'd at, ſhew'd themſelves 
as zealous. for maintaining the Liberty of their 
Country, as the beheaded. Penſionary ever was. 
And indeed, the Death, Impriſonment and Baniſh- 
> A ment 
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ment of ſeveral eminent Men, who had many 


Friends in the 'Country, had viſibly alienated the 
Minds of the People from the Prince. When he 


travelled through the Cities of Holland, he was 


no longer received with the uſual Acclamations : 
And at Gorcum 1n particular, when he was once 
riding through the Market that was crouded with 
People, there was not one ſingle Perſon who took 
off his Hat to him. Barnevelt's Innocence came 
gradually to Light, and moved Compaſſion in all 
thoſe who were acquainted with the Truth 
theſe, and ſome other Reaſons prevented the Prince, 
fay they, from proſecuting his Deſign, He died 
the 23d of April, 1625, having broke his Heart, 
as ſome relate, when he found that he was diſap- 
pointed in all his Expectations, CITY 
He was ſucceeded in his high Offices by Frederic 
Heury his Half-Brother, of whom there is a great 
deal of good to be ſaid. He was undaunted and 
fteady in the Proſecution of his Deſigns 5 and was 
accordingly ſucceſsful in War, He had a ſtrong 
Deſire to render himſelf more famous than ever 
his Brother was, and with this View he undertook 
the Siege of Bolduc (s Hertogenboſch) before which 
Prince Maurice had twice miſcarried. He con- 
tinued three Months before that City, whilſt the 
Spaniards took Amersfoort, and kept Utrecht be- 
ſieged. The States of Holland wiſhed to draw him 
nearer their own Country, which was threatned b 
the Enemy, and endeavoured to perſuade him to 
it, but to no purpoſe; he could not bear the 
Thoughts of leaving Belduc. Nor did he ſpend 
his time in vain; underſtanding that there was a 


Probability of taking Weſel, he ſent Part of the 


States Army thither, who ſurpriſed the Town, after 
which Bolduc ſoon ſurrendered to the Prince. He 
ſeem'd to have entertain'd moderate Sentiments 


with regard. to Religion, about which there were 
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fich warm Diſputes under his Brother's Stadholder- 
ſhip, nay, he even favoured the Remonſtrants ſe- 


eretly, in his Brother's Life-time. But when he 


found how much he ſtood in need of his Bro- 
ther's Friendſhip, he ſent Barnevelt word, that in 


order to ſerve the Remonſtrants more effectually, 


he was obliged to be reconciled with his Brother, 
Barnevelt agreed to it; and Prince Frederic Henry 
declared then to his Brother Maurice, that it was 
upon his Account he had ſeemed to favour the Ar- 
mmians, with a View only the better to diſcover their 
Secrets. He added, that the Arminians publiſhed 
every where, that Prince Maurice aimed at the 
ſovereign Power, and prevailed with his Brother 
to make uſe of him, in order to perſuade the 
Cities of Holland to the contrary. This ſucceeded 
fo well, that the chief Cities, and Barnevelt him- 
ſelf ſeemed no longer to be jealous of Prince 
Maurice's Ambition. For the reſt, if we may 
give Credit to what Count 4 Eſtrades declares ta 
have heard from Frederic Henry's own Mouth, 
that Prince did favour the Remonſtrants, with no 
other View, but that he might have a better Chance 
to obtain the Stadho/derſhip after his Brother's 
Death. Being raiſed to that high Office, he en- 
deavour'd to aſſuage the Animoſities produc'd 
by the religious Diſputes, and granted by De- 
grees more Liberty to Arminians. As he gained 
both Glory and Prafit by the War, he was verymuch 
againſt the Negociations at Munſter, and uſed all his 
Endeavours to delay the Departure of the Plenipo- 
tentiaries of the States. As long as they con- 
„ tinue at the Hague, (ſays he to d' Eftrades, in a 
Letter dated February the 4th, 1646) they are 
in my Power; but they will be no longer fo, 
* when once they ſhall be arrived at Munſter. I 
am fure that they will conclude a ſeparate Treaty 
wick Spain, how much ſoever it may diſpleaſe 
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« the King of France and me.“ In the mean 
time the Negociations were continued at Munſter, 
and the Prince gained conſiderable Adyantages 
by them; Mynheer de Muuit, one of the States 


Generals Plenipotentiaries, who was ſecretly ne- 


gociating for the Prince, makes thoſe Advantages 
amount to above five Millions of Gilders. Some 
Lordſhips were given up to him, on Conditions 
that the Roman Catholics there ſhould have the free 
Exerciſe of their Religion, This was taken very ill 
by the States, and particularly by thoſe of Holland ; 
they found it ftrange, that the Prince ſhould have 
conſented to give up ſome Articles, eſpecially 
with regard to the Town of Zeevenbargen, where 
the States of Holland were Sovereigns ; this ap- 
peared the more ſtrange, becauſe theſe Negociations 
were carried on without the Knowledge of the 
States, | 

Whilſt the Treaty of Munſter was n the 
Carpet, France propoſed to exchange Calalonia, of 
which the French were in Poſſeſſion at that time, 
for the Spaniſh Netherlands. This was communicated 
to the Prince, who ſeem'd well enough inclin'd to 
have the Exchange take Place, if we may believe 
Cardinal Mazarin: But the States of Holland fore- 
ſaw the great Prejudice which the United Provinces 
would ſuffer from ſuch an Exchange ; they came to 
a Reſolution againſt it, and this Aﬀair was no 

longer talked of. 3 | 
rince Frederic Henry did not aim at the Sove- 
reignty ſo openly as his Brother had done ; 
however, it was faid of him, at the time when 
he afked a Daughter of King Charles I, of England, 
in Marriage for his Son William, that he had not 
indeed the Name, but the Reality of a Sovereign of 
the United Provinces; and it is certain, that he had 
ſo much Authority in the Aſſembly of the States 
Genera), that if his Sentiments were but known, 
| Fn, To one 
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one could be ſure what Reſolutiens the States would 
come to; but he aimed at the Sovereignty fo ſe- 
cretly, that it could not be perceived but by the moſt 
elear- ſighted. He died the 14th of March 1647, 
New-Stile. 

After his Death his Son William II. was promoted 
to the Poſt of Captain-General, and choſen Stad- 
holder of five Provinces. The Survivorſhip of 
the Office of Stadbolder of Holland, Zealand, and 
Overyſſel had been already granted to him in the Year 
1631, when he was hardly five Years old. 

This Prince being young and ambitious, he at- 
tempted to obtain the Sovereign Power, without fol- 
lowing any other Meaſures but ſuch as his exalted 
Mind inſpired him with. The States of Holland 
were come to a Reſolution to reduce part of the 
Army; this was very much againſt his Inclination; 
whereupon he cauſed fix Deputies of that Province 
to be impriſoned ; at the ſame time he ſent ſome 
Troops to Amſterdam, and uſed the Arms of his 
Country againſt that moſt eminent City, which he 
forced, as hedid ſeveral other Cities in Holland, to 
remove their belt Magiſtrates. About the ſame 
time he laboured moſt earneſtly to break the Peace, 
but lately concluded with Spain. He endeavoured 
ſecretly to obtain Aſſiſtance from France, where they 
were ready enough to grant it him. For Cardinal 
Mazarin looked upon a War with Spain as a proper 
Method to diſappoint the Deſigns which were form- 
ing at Court againſt his Perſon and Adminiſtration. 
He ſent immediately D* Eftrades to Holland with 
the Plan of a Treaty, by which the French King and 
Prince William, promiſed to break with Spain, and 
even with England. Antwerp was firſt to be beſieged 
and taken, and that City, with the whole Marqui- 
late of the Holy Empire was to be given up to the 
Prince, and be kept by him as his Property. The 
Prince was to fit out a Fleet of fifty Ships, to — 

the 
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the Eugliſb and the Spaniards. But his whole 
Scheme vaniſhed into Smoke by the unexpected 
Death of the Prince, who died of the Small-pox the 
6th of November, 1650, before he had enjoyed his 
high Office full four Years; yet he lived long e- 
nough to make every one ſenſible of what might 
have been expected from him, if he had lived ſome 
Years longer. 

When the States of Zealand infiſted afterwards 
that ſome regard was to be had for his Son Prince 
Willicm, who was born after his Father's Death, 
thoſe of Holland declared plainly, what they ex- 
pected from a Prince, “ whoſe Father and Anceſtors 
*< (theſe were their Expreſſions) had been ſeen to 
ce aim, under the Name of Stadholders, at the So- 
„ vereign Power, which they even really exerted 
© both in the Adminiſtration of the Government, 
and in the Command of the Armies, beyond 
what the ancient Lords of the Country had ever 
% done.” | | | 

His Son, Villiam III. ſeemed at firſt to be for 
ever excluded out of the Adminiftration, By the 
Treaty made with Cromwell in the Year 1654, the 
States of Holland agreed never to raiſe him to the 
Stadholderſhip of their Province. They had alſo 
bound themſelves not to give their Vote for ap- 
pointing him Captain-General, This was followed 
in the Year 1667, by the perpetual Edict, by 
which the Members of Holland bound themſelves by 
Oath, never to appoint any Perſon Stadbolder of their 
Province, Bcliides this, the Prince was ftill too 
young to be made Captain- and Admiral-General. 
And yet the States were ſoon forced by the War 
which broke out in the Beginning, of the Year 1672, 
io promote him to that high Office: And before 
that Year was half elapſed, the Prince ſaw himſelf 
raiſed to the Stadholderſhip of Holland, which was 
even declared hereditary in his Family, It ue 
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known how the States, and the Magiſtrates of the 
ſeveral Cities were forced by the Mob, to make the 
Prince Stadholder : But how many other Reaſons 
there were beſides, is not ſo generally known. It 
is certain, that Charles II. King of England, and 
Uncle to the Prince of Orange, declared War againſt 
the Dutch, with a View, among ſome other De- 
ſigns, to raiſe that Prince to the higheſt Dignity. 
There were ſeveral ſecret Conferences held upon 
that Subject. The King wrote to the Prince, July 
13, 1672, that he did not queſtion but he would 
ſoon procure him that Authority, which his An- 
ceſtors always aimed at : And the Prince cauſed very 
advantageous Propoſals of Peace to be made to the 
King, provided that by the Treaty the Sovereign 
Authority over the United Provinces were ſtipulated 
for him. As ſoon as the Month of February, 1672, 
the Embaſſador Boree! wrote from Englznd, that 
the King would deſiſt from the War, in caſe the 
Affair of ſtriking the Flag could be agreed upon, 
and the Prince of Orange were promoted. And in 
July following, when the Prince was already de- 
clared Stadholder, the Engliſb Embaſſadors did not 
ſcruple to aſſure the Dutch, that if this had been 
done ſooner, there would perhaps have been no 
War, Before that time the Eng//þ inſiſted upon 
having ſome Dutch Cities given up to them, either 
in full Property, or as Pledges for the Performance 
of future Engagements : But now they declared that 
the Promotion of the Prince of Orange was worth 
more than twelve Cities. It appears therefore plainly 


enough, that the States were from all Sides forced 
b 


to preſent the Prince with the Stadholderſhip. 
When he was raiſed to that high Dignity, he engaged 
his Country in expenſive and ruinous Wars, nor 


without labouring ſecretly to obtain the Sovereign 


Power. He would fam have been inſtalled Duke 
of Cuelderland, which "Dignity the rage or that 
rovince 
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Province had already offered him; but the Hol- 
landers and Zealanders diſſtiaded him fo earneſtly 
from it, that he dropped that Deſign, 

It is well known how much Pains the States took 
to promote a twenty Years Truce between France 
and Spain, and what Diviſions there were in the 
Year 1684, between the ſeveral Provinces and 
Members of the States, about raiſing ſixteen thou- 
ſand Men for the Support of Spain. The Prince of 
Orenge promoted that Deſign to the utmoſt of his 
Power; the Counſellor-Penſionary Fagel, and moſt 
of the Members of the States were of his Opinion. 
Amſterdam alone at firſt, and afterwards Middleburg 
and Goes in Zealand, oppoſed it, aſſerting that the 


raiſing of thoſe Troops would obſtruet all Poſſibility 


of a Peace. The Provinces of Friefland and Over- 


el came afterwards alſo into the Opinion of Am- 
ſterdam; and all that the Prince could obtain was a 


Supply of twelve Regiments of Foot, and ſixteen 
Hundred Horſe, tho* Anſterdam oppoſed even this 
ſmall Supply to the laſt. 

When Prince William III. was afterwards raiſed 
to the Throne of Great- Britain, it was expected that 
he would have reſigned the Stadholderſhip ; but he 
was ſo far from having any ſuch Deſign, that he 
would have the Extent of his Authority as a Stad- 
holder, meaſured by the Majeſty and Grandeur of a 
King. And indeed he ſoon ſhewed what he aimed 
at : For he changed, according to his own Will and 
Pleaſure, the Magiſtracy in ſeveral Towns, which 
had the Right to chuſe their own Magiſtrates. He 
even obliged the Cities in Holland to fend over into 
England the Nomination of their Burgomaſters, for 
his Approbation. They all ſubmitted to his Will 
in this Particular, except Amſterdam alone. That 
City having ſent the Liſt of their Magiſtrates to the 
States of Holland, was nevertheleſs obliged to ſuffer 
that it ſhould be conveyed to Englaud. The . 

| f ity 


17 
55 


E. 
j* 
A 
* 


(xvi) 

City of Goes in Zealand, which refuſed to ſubmit to 
the King's Will in the Choice of their Magiſtrates, 
was beſieged by the Army of the States; and ſeve- 
ral Perſons were removed irom the R-gency, im- 
priſoned, and violently abuſed ; nor were they re- 
ſtored to their Oihces till a cer che King's Death, 
which happened the 8ta of March 1701-2, O. S. 
By his Dcach the States were delivered from a great 
Uneaſineſs, and ſince tnat Time the dangerous and 
expenſive Office of Stadholder of Holland and Zca- 
land, and of Captain-General of the Armies oi the 
States has not been beſtowed on any Peiſon whatſo- 
ever, ſays the Author of the Preſent State of the 
United Provinces, (who wrote in the Year 1738.) 
But ſince that Time the dangerous Situation in which 
the Dutch found themſelves this Year, 1747, from 
the rapid Progreſs of the French in the Netherlands, 
has at laſt obliged them to confer that high Dignity 
on his Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange. 

Thus we have given a ſhort Hiſtory of che Stad- 
holders of Holland, Zealand, &c, who were of the 
Branch of Naſſau-Orange, which Branch became 
extinct by the Death of King Mill am III. We ſhall 
now give a ſuccinct Account of the other Stau- 
holders. 

In the Lear 1377 the Stadholderſhip of Guelder- 
land was beſtowed on the Earl Fobn of Naſſau by 
the States of that Province, He was ſucceeded 
by the Count of Berg, and the latter by the 


Count of Meurs, after whom Maurice Prince of O- 


range obtained the Stadholderſhip of that Province. 
In and after the Year 1577, the Count of Rennen- 
berg was Stadholder of Fr:efland, Overyſſel, and Groe- 
ningen: In 1581 he dclared for the Sparwords ; but 
after the Death of William I. the Frieflanders be- 
ſtowed the Stadholderſhip of their Province upon 
William-Lewis Count of Naſſau. Groeningen con- 
tinued in the Spaniſh Intereſt wl the Year 1594, 
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when Count Wilkam-Lewis was alſo appointed Stad- 
holder of that Province, and of the Country of 
Drente *. Prince Maurice, and after him Prince 
Frederick Henry, were Stadholders of the other five 
Provinces. Hrneſt Caſimir, Brother to Count Vil- 
liam, ſucceeded him in the Stadholderſhip of Frieſ- 
land, and afterwards alſo in that of Groeningen and 
Drente. He was ſuccceded by his Son William Fre- 
deric, after whoſe Death his Son Henry Caſimir ſuc- 
ceeded him. The latter was Father of Zohn-Wil- 
liam Friſo, Stadholder allo of IrTiefland, Groeningen, 
and Drente ; whole Son Milliam- Charles-Henty Friſo, 
the preſent Prince of Orange, enjoyed allo the ſame 
high Office, beſides the Stadholderſhip of Guelder- 
land, and has been lately choſen Stadholder of the 
four other Provinces, as alto Captain-General and 
Admiral of the Union, as has been already ob- 
ſerved. 

It appears from the foregoing Account, that the 
Offices of Stadbolder and Captain-General are ve 
eminent and conſiderable. It is impoſſible to de- 


termine how far the Authority of theſe high Officers 


ſtretches: It is much eaſicr to relate what they have 
done, than to fay what they might lawtully do. It 
may be obſerved in the general, as the States of 
Holland themſelves have formerly ſaid, that the Stad- 
holders have been honoured as lawful Princes of the 
Country; nay they have even had in ſome reſpects 
an Authority, of which the ancient Lords were ex- 
preſſly deprived by ſolemn and unanimous Reſolu- 
tions of the States, They bore the Title of their 
Excellencies, till that of His Highneſs was firſt given 
by France to Prince Frederic-Henry. Some of them, 
as the laſt mentioned Prince, and Villiam II. were 
limited by ſpecial Inſtructions. J/7/ham I. had a 
very great Authority conferred upon him by his 


Commiſſion 


* The Country of Drente ſerds no Deputies to the States Ge- 
neral, and is not reckoned one of the United Provinces, 
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Commiſſion iſſued out in the Year 1376: and tho? 
Maurice's Inſtructions given in 1585, were more 
limited, yet they did not hinder him froin exerting 
afterwards a very unconfined Authority. However, 
no Stadhoiders could lawfully exert a greater Au- 
thority than was conferred upon him by the ſeveral 
AT, who might eſtabliſh and remove him 

t pleaſure ; and it belonged to the Provinces to 
Pf co whether or not the Stadhoider went beyond 
the Limits, within which his Authority was con- 
fined. But all this being too general to be ſatisſac- 
fory to the Reader, we ſhall give here a more par- 
ticular Account of the Office of a Stadholder. 

I. He is obliged to protect and defend the Rights 
and Liberties of the Provinces and Towns over 
which he 's eſtabliſhed. II. He chulcs out of a cer- 
tain Number of Perſons, named by the States, a 
Prefident or Chairman in molt of the Courts of 
Juſtice of the ſcverai Provinces, and! his Name is 
macle uſe of, as well as that of the States, in many 
pub'ick Edicts or Procl.mations (called Placaaten 
in Dutch.) III. He has a Power, in Caſcs of Ne- 
ceſſity, to change (out of the Time of Elections) 
the Regency of ſuch Cite es, as have not the par- 
ticulur Privilege of chuſing their own Magiſtrates: 
However, this was alſo done ſometimes, when the 
public Good, or the Stadholder*s particular Intereſt 
ſeemed to require it. Malliam I. had no Power to do 
this, but after a previous Fxamination of Affairs, 
and with the Conſent of the Majority of thoſe who 
repreſented the Common Cour cil, or the Body of 
the Cities; and he never made uſe of that Power. 
Meurice was allo very much limited in this Particu— 
lar by his Commiſion, The Stadholders did alſo, 
according to an ancient Cuſtom, eſtabliſn the Ma- 
giltracy in ieveral Cities, either by their own Au- 
thority or out of a certain Numbe r of Perſons, named 
to them. IV. The Stadholder has the Diſpoſal of 
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ſeveral high Offices; but Maurice, according to the 


third Article of his Inſtructions, could not diſpoſe 


of any fuch Office, but with the Conſent of the 
States V. The Stadholder had alſo the Right of 
pardoning and diſcharging Criminals. But Prince 
Maurice could not exert that Right without the 
Conſent of the Counſellors Deputies, and after con- 
ſulting with the Magiſtrates ot the Pace, where the 
Crime was committed, Nor could he grant a Par- 
don for wilful Murder, nor for ſome other heinous 
Crimes. There aroſe not lorg ago a Diſpute about 
this Right of Pardoning, between the hereditary 
Stadholder of Frieſland and tlie Provincial Court. 
The Caſe was as iojlows. February the 22d, 1738, 
his Serene Highneſs granted a Pardon to a certain 
Corporal who had committed a Man- ſlaughter, on 
the laſt Day of the Year 1735. After which, the 
Corporal appeared publickly at Leuwarden, but was 
ſoon after taken up again by Order of the Court. 
It was judged, that the Cafes, in which the Stad- 
holders had formerly granted Pardons, had no affi- 
nity with the preſent Cale. The Crimes they had 
pardoned, were committed either in the Army, or 
at leaſt without the j uriſdiction of the Courts; which 
the Emperor Charles V. himſelf had promiſed he 
would own, and acknowledge, in Caſes of granting 
Pardons, by his Edict dated C#-ober 21ſt, 1541. 
The Affair was brought before the Aſſembly of their 
Noble Mightineſſes the States of Frieflana, who, 
by a Majority of Voices, reſolved io order the Court 
to releaſe the Priſoner, but without diſproving in the 
Jeaſt the Conduct of that Court. This Reſolution 
of the States was notified to the Court ; whereupon 
the Priſoner was accordingly releaſed. In the mean 
time the States reſolved allo, „ T hat whenever his 
% Princely Eminence (it is the Title they gave to 
« the Prince of Orange) ſhould for the future be 
« willi:g to grant a Pardon to a Military Man, for 


any 
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* any offence, the Cognizance of which belongs 
« jn the firſt Inſtance to the Court-Martial, he 
e ſhould cauſe Notice of it to be given to the Pro- 
« yincial Court.” VI. The Stadholder is obliged 
to take care that the Orders and Laws of the Pro- 
vinces over which he 1s eſtabliſhed, be put in Exe- 
cution. VII. By the Union of Utrecht, the Stad- 
holders, who then were, are alſo appointed Arbiters 
or Umpires in the Diſputes that might ariſe between 
one Province and another. And ſince that Time the 
Deciſions of the ſubſequent Stadholders have been 
followed more than once. VIII. It is juſtly que- 
ſtioned whether the Stadholders may (as ſome aſ- 
ſert, and as it has ſometimes happened) ſend and 
receive Embaſſadors about all kind of Affairs. 
Many are of Opinion that this is a Privilege belong- 
ing to the Sovereign alone. Others aſſert, that it 
muſt be granted to every one, provided the Affairs 
which he cauſes to be treated of, be within the Li- 
mits of his Authority. This might therefore have 

been granted formerly to the Stadholders, as Princes 
of Orange. But they had certainly no Title to it as 
Stadholders, or higheſt Servants of the State, and 


in Matters which properly belong to the Sovereign's 
_ Adminiſtration. Hence it is that we ſometimes 


find them begging leave of the States. General to 
treat with foreign Powers about their particular Af- 
fairs. When it was reſolved in June 1672, to ſend 
Plenipotentiaries to the King of France, in order to 
conclude a Treaty with him, Prince William III. 
was no ſooner acquainted with that Reſolution, but 
he wrote a Letter to Secretary Fagel, defiring him 
to aſk leave, in his Name, of their High Mighti- 
neſſes, that he might alſo ſend ſome Perſon to the 
Kirg, to t:eat about his own private Affairs. The 
Aſſembly of the States of Holland took the Contents 
of that Letter into Conſideration the 29th of Fuly. 
The Nobles and the Deputies of Haerlem judged 

that 
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that this might be granted to the Prince, with re- 
gard to his Dominions, which had been often 


done, as appeared upon Record. Thoſe of Delft, 
Leyden, Gorcum, Schiedam, Schoonheven, Brill, and 


Alkmaar, would confine that Liberty only to the 


Dominions ſituated without the Province of Hol- 
land. But the Deputies of Amſterdam, Rotterdam, 
and of moſt of the Cities in North-Holland, re- 
tuſed to conſent to it, before they had examined 
whether what had happened formerly could be 
applied to the preſent Circumſtances of Affairs. 
The Members of the Aſſembly did not come 
to an Unanimity on that Day. Nor does it ap- 
pear that they came afterwards to any Reſolution 
upon that Subject. 

We muſt obſcrve here, that the Stadholders can- 
not be deputed to the Aſſembly of the States- 
General. 'i hey may indeed appear in that Af- 


ſembly, but it is only to make Propoſals or Mo- 


tions. 

The Office of Captain-General was executed by 
the Stadholders of the Houſe of Orange in two 
Reſpects. They were Captains-General of the U- 
nion, that is, of all the United Provinces in ge- 
neral, and often allo of the ſeveral Provinces 
over which they were Stadholders. As Captains- 
General they took the Oath of Allegiance to the 
States-Gencral; but this Office gave them no 
manner of Authority over the Soldiery, within 
the Provinces that vote in the Aſſembly of the 
States-General. They could exert their Autho- 
rity in the Field only, or in thoſe Places which 
were immediately under the Government of the 
Generality. They were alſo by Virtue of that 
Office admitted into the Aſſembly of the States- 
General, and had a Seat in the Council of State. 
The ſeveral Provinces, to whom belongs the ſu— 
preme Command over the Armies, and the Ma- 

nagement 
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nagement of all military Affairs, within their own 
reſpective Diſtricts, were alſo commonly wont to 
beſtow the Office of Captain-General over their 
own Forces, both by Sca und by Land, en 
their reſpective Stadholders; who as ſuch had 
a conſiderable Authority in military Affairs within 
the Provinces over which they were Stadholders. 
The military Employments were given by them 
in the Quality of Stadholder or of Captain- Ge- 
neral of ſome particular Province, in which they 
would otherwiſe have had no Authority as Cap- 
tains-General of the Union. 

The Stadholders had never a greater Credit, 
than when they were at the ſame time Cap— 
tains-General of the States Army: In ſuch a Cale 
the Army took the Oath of Allegiance not only 
to the States General, and to the States of the 
particular Provinces, but alſo to the Stadholder. 
He appointed the Commanders of the Frontier 
Towns, the Captains. and other Officers of the 
Army, whom he ciofe out of a greater Number, 
propoſed to him by the States. But when he 
was upon any military Expedition, he often uſed 
to appoint the Commanding Officers without con- 
ſulting the States. However, he was not at li- 
berty to undertake an Expedition, to beſiege a 
Town, to invade the Enemy's Country, or to 
attempt any Thing of the like Importance, with- 
out the Conſent of che States-General. When- 
ever he had ſome ſuch conſiderable Deſign in 
view, he uſed to appear before the Aſſembly 
of the States-General, and to deſire their Con- 
ſent. If they approved of his Propoſal, they 
often adjoined to him two or three Mcmbers of 
their Aſſembly, to whom he declared the moſt 
ſecret Particulas of his Deſign; and they re- 
ported ſo much of it to the whole Aſſembly, 
as they judged proper. There were alſo e, 

our, 
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four, or more Deputies of the States-General 
ſent to the Army ; who in Matters of Conſe- 


quence, repreſented the States themſelves, ſerved 
as a Council to the Captain-General, and by their 


Conſent, authoriſed the Reſolutions he took, for | 


the Good of the Country ; but at the ſame 
time they were a Check upon him. In the 
mean time it was in the Stadholder's Power, 
to call together a Council of War, compoſed 
of the Chief Officers of the Army, for the Sup- 
port of military Diſcipline, and for the Proſecu- 
tion of his Deſigns. | 

Though the Stadholders always bore the Title 
of Admuirals-General of the States Sea-Forces, 
yet that Office was never executed by them, 
except only once by William III. in his Expedition 
to England. 

The large Eſtate which the Stadholders of the 
Houſe of Orange were poſſeſſed of in the Seven 
Provinces, gave them great Credit in that Country. 
Though in Holland they had only the Property of 
a few ſmall Cities, as Leerdam, Eelſtein, Geriru- 


| denberg, and Zevenbergen. And as theſe Cities 


ſend no Deputies to the States of the Province, the 
Stad holders could have no Voice in that Aſſembly 
in the Name of thoſe Cities. In Zealand, on the 
contrary, the Property of the Marquiſate of 
Veere and Fluſhing gave them a conſiderable Au- 
thority. They alone repreſented the ancient Body 
of the Nobility, and as ſuch had one Voice in 
the States of the Provinces. And as they could 
alſo command the Voices of the Cities of Veere 
and Fluſhing, they had three Voices out of 
the ſeven, in the Aſſembly of the States of 
Zealand. 


The Profits, which the Stadhalders of the 


Houſe of Orange receiv'd from the Provinces, 


are not very well known. However, 1t 1s cer- 
tain, 
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tain, that the Salaries which Maurice and Frederic 
Henry had as Stadholders, amounted yearly to 
full thirty thouſand Gilders. Their Pay, as Cap- 
tains General, was ten thouſand Gilders a Month, 
or a hundred and twenty thouſand Gilders a Year, 
beſides which, they had forty two thouſand Gilders 
allowed them for extraordinary Expeditions. They 
had moreover, above a hundred thouſand Gilders 
a Year, for ſecret Services, as the employing of 
Spies to diſcover the Enemies Deſigns, &c, of 
which Sum they were not obliged to give any 
Account. They had alſo the tenth Part of all 
Prizes taken at Sea, which, in their time, a- 
mounted to ſome Millions, ſays my Author. It 


appears from an Account drawn up by the States 


of Holland, in the Year 1654, that the Sum 
which the Stadholders received from that Coun- 
try, from the Year 1586 to 1650, that is with- 
in the Space of 64 Years, amounted to nineteen 
Millions, ſix hundred, ninety nine thouſand, ſeven 
hundred and fifty eight Gilders. And it is re- 
ported that the laſt Stadholder, William III. re- 
ceived much more in Proportion, conſidering the 
long time he bore that Office. Nay, it appears, 
ſays my Author, from the Regiſters of ſome of the 
Members of the States of Holland, wrote in the 
Year 1672, and the ſubſequent Years, that thoſe 
States granted to William III. by a Reſolution of 
the 25th of February, 1672, twenty five thouſand 


Gilders a Year, for ſitting in the Council of State; 


which Sum was to be paid out of the Revenues of 
the Demeſnes of the States General. It appears alſo, 
that in March, 1674, on a Propoſal made by the 
City of Amſterdam, in the Aſſembly of the States 
of Holland, they came to a Reſolution to eaſe the 
Prince of a Debt of two Millions, by charging the 
Province with it : And before the End of that Year 
the States deliberated about granting a yearl 

Penſion of forty thouſand Gilders, to the Princeſs, 
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Grandmother to Prince William III; but what Re- 
ſolution they came to, we are not told : However 
after her Death the States granted five hundred 
thouſand Gilders to her Heirs, in Bonds upon the 
ſeven Provinces. William III. had alſo a free 
Gift granted to him and his Heirs-Male, by the 
Eaſt-India Company, of one thirty third Part of all 
their Dividends. 

It appears from the foregoing Account, that the 
Stadholders had a very great Power and Authority 
in the United Provinces, though the four laſt were 
Stadholders over five Provinces only. Whence it 
may be inferred, that his Serene Highneſs, the 
preſent Prince of Orange, cannot but have a very 
great Credit there, unleſs he be extremely limited 
by his Inſtructions, ſince he is Stadholder of all the 
ſeven Provinces, and Captain General of the Union. 
So that we may juſtly hope, that ſome vigorous 
Meaſures will ſoon be taken by the States General, 
and a Stop put to the rapid Progreſs, and ambiti- 
ous Deſigns of the French. 
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i The INTRODUCTION: 
EF ORE we enter upon the Hiſtory of 
the Marquiſate of Veere and Fluſhing, 
\ and of the Difference which it has oc- 
4 


caſioned between the States of the Pro- 
| vince of Zealand, and his Serene Highneſs the 
PRINCE or ORANGE, it will be proper to exa- 

mine what is meant by that Marquiſate, and where- 

in the Prerogatives annexed to it do confiſt. Theſe 

E Prerogatives are very great, both with regard to 
the Authority and Power Which the Marquis has 
in the Cities of Veere and Fluſbing, and in other 
L ordſhips depending from them, and with regard 
to the Title of firſt Nobleman of Zealand an- 
nexed to that Marquiſate: For the Marquis of 
Viere, as ſuch, repreſents the whole Body of the 
\ B Nobility 


(2) 
Nobility of Zealand, and has one Vote out of ſe- 
ven in the Aſſemblies of the States of the Province. 
In former Times, that is to ſay, before the Eſta- 
bliſhment of the Republic of the Seven United Pro- 
vinces, the States of the Province of Zealand, conſiſt- 


ed of three Members. 1. The Clergy, repreſented 


by the Abbot of Our Lady of Middleburgb. 2. The 
Body of the Nobility, repreſented by the firſt Noble- 
man alone. 3. The Deputies of the five Cities, viz, 
Midadleburgi, Zirczee, Romerſwale, Gces, and To- 
len, who among them all had but one Vote in the 
Aſſemblies of the States. 

But in proceſs of Time, there happened con- 
fiderable Alterations in the Form of the Govern- 
ment. The Reformed Religion being eſtabliſhed 
in Zealand, the Abbey of our Lady of Mzddle- 
Burg was ſuppreſſed of courſe ; and conſequently 
tlie firſt Member of the States. Romer/wale, one 
of the five Cities which ſent Deputies to the Aſ- 
fembly, and which was fituated in the Eaſt-Part 


of South-Beveland, happened to be overwhelmed 


with the Sea; ſo that there remained but four 
Cities which ſent Deputies to the States. On the 
other hand, the Cities of Veere and Fluſhing hav- 
ing done great Services to the Province of Zea- 
land, obtained in the Year 1574, the Right to 
ſend alſo Deputies to the States of the Province. 

In the Year 1579, when the Deputies of the 
two laſt Cities came for the firſt time to the Aſ- 
fembly of the States, there aroſe a Diſpute about 
the Form of the Government. Some would have 
the States of the Provinces ſtill to conſiſt, as for- 
merly, of three Members, viz. 1. The Nobles, 
repreſented by the firſt Nobleman. 2. Fhe four 
Cities, which had conſtantly enjoyed the Right 
of ſending Deputies. 3. The Cities of Yeere and 
Fluſhing, which were, ſaid they, to be the third 

| Member, 
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Member, as being ſubſtituted in the place of the 
Abbot of our Lady of Mziddleburgh. 

But it was urged by others, that it was not 
fit theſe two Cities, which had but lately obtain- 
ed the Privilege of ſending Deputies to the Aſ- 
ſembly of the States, ſhould have between them 
as much Authority as the four ancient Cities to- 
gether. 

It was therefore reſolved, that the States of 
Zealand ſhould henceforth be compoſed of ſeven 
Members, viz. The Nobility, or rather their Re- 
preſentative, the firſt Nobleman; and next, the 
Deputies of each of the fix Cities, according to 
their Rank and Seniority. Though this Alteration 
in the Form of the Government, did very much 
leſſen the Power and Authority of the Prince of 
Orange, who, as the firſt Nobleman, had alone till 
that time been one third Part of the whole States 
of the Province, yet he conſented to it; and things 
have remained upon the ſame footing ever ſince, 


till the Death of King Y/!liam III. 


There is one thing to be obſerved, which is 
particular to Zealand; namely, that the Authority 
of the whole Nobility is lodged with one ſingle 
Perſon only; he, who has the Title of firſt No- 
bleman of the Province, repreſents the whole Body 
of the Nobility. Whereas, elſewhere, all they that 
are acknowledged as Noblemen of a Province, fit 
and have Votes in the Aſſembly of the States of 
that Province, As therefore the Prerogatives which 
the Marquis of Vecre enjoys as firſt Nobleman of 
the Province, is very conſiderable, great pains have 
been taken in order to deprive him of thoſe Pre- 
rogatives, and to prove that the Title of firſt No- 
bleman is only a Chimerical one, grounded upon 
mere Uſurpation, and that it was only an ho- 
norary Title at firſt, This is what the Dutch 
Author of the Life of Villiam I. Prince of Orange, 
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(4) 
gives us to underſtand in many Places. But whatever, 
Applauſe his Work met with, one cannot but obſerve 
in it a great Partiality againſt the Founder of 
the Republic, whoſe Merit the Author endeavours 
every Whete to depreciate, and moſt part of the 
time, after a very unbecoming manner, and without 
any good Reaſons ; as it might be eaſily made out, 


if it were not beſide our purpoſe. We ſhall on- 


ly obſerve, that this was, perhaps, the reaſon why 
x Wh Work was ſo well received in the Country, 
where it was publiſhed, 

However it be, that Author aſſerts, “ That 
Maximilian of Burgundy, for whom Charles V. erett- 
ed the Cities of Veere and Fluſhing into a Mar- 
quiſate, was the firſt who took upon him the Title 
of firſt Nobleman of Zealand; but it was only be- 
cauſe he was the greateſt and richeſt Lord if that 
Province, and in order ts diſtinzuiſh himſelf above 
all the othcs Noblemen, but by no means with a 
delen to taxe upon himſelf their whole Authority, 
and much leſs to repreſent alone the whole Body of 
the Iobility.” And yet this has really proved to 
be the caſe, by that Author's own Confeiſion; for 
Maximilian of Burgundy, and afterwards the Princes 
of Orange, as firſt Noblemen, have each of them 
alone repreſented the whole Body of the Nobility : 
Whether that Prerogative be uſurped or founded 
upon the Conſtitution of the Province of Zea- 
land, is what every impartial Reader will be en- 
abled to determine. 

I. It muſt be obſerved in the firſt place, that 
it was not only with regard to the Nobility, that 
the Authority of a whole-Body reſted in one ſingle 
Perſon. This took place alſo with regard to the 
Clergy, which was the firſt Member of the States, 
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1 
with whoſe Authority the Abbot of our Lady of 
Middleburgh atone was veſted. - His Right to re- 
preſent alone the whole Body of the Clergy was 
never diſputed, nor does 1t appear that a Right 


of the ſame kind was ever called into queſtion 


with regard to the firſt Nobleman ; and it is very 
probable, that both theſe Rights or Privileges are 
very ancient. | | 

The Author of the Life of Milliam the Firſt, 
was ſenſible that the affinity there is between two 
Members of the States, might be urged to ſupport 
the Claim of the firſt Nobleman ; and therefore he 
has endeavoured to make the Clergy vaniſh away 
out of the Aſſembly of the States, and to make 
the Abbot of Middleburgh appear there under ano- 
ther Character, than that of Repreſentative of the 
Clergy. He aſſerts, That * of old the States 
te of the Provinces conſiſted of two Members only, 
* namely, x. The Nobility. 2. The five Cities, 
* (which we have mentioned above) that afterwards 
e the Abbot of the Convent of our Lady of Mid- 
© dleburgh was admitted into the Aſſembly of the 
„ States, and became the third Member of it, 
* not as a Clergy man, but upon the account of 
tc the conſiderable Eſtate he was poſſeſſed of, and 
+ the great Credit he had in the Province of Zea- 
% land.” 

But in the firſt place, is it probable, that a Man 
ſhould be preſented with ſo great a Privilege as 
to make up alone one third Part of the Govern- 
ment of a Province, for no other reaſon but be- 
cauſe he has a large Eſtate and a great Credit in 
that Province? Secondly, Is not the Clergy in 
all the Roman Catholic Countries, where there are 
what are called the States, one, and even the firſt 
| Mem- 

* Ibid, Tom. I. p. 281. 


(6) 
Member of thoſe States, as the Abbot of Mid- 
dleburgh was in Zealand? This is ſo true, that 


the abovementioned Author, not remembring what 


he aſſerts here without any reaſon, mentions in 
the third Part of his Work, the Abbot of Mid- 


dleburgh as being the Repreſentative of the Clergy. * 


Now, from the affinity there is between the Body 
of the Clergy, and the Body of the Nobility in 
Zealand, that is, from each of theſe Bodies being 
repreſented by one fingle Perſon ; one may in- 
fer, that this Cuſtom, peculiar to the Province of 
Zealand, was a Part of the Conſtitution of its Go- 
vernment, and that both theſe Privileges were look- 
ed upon as unqueſtionable before the Reformation. 
II. Is not the humble Submiſſion of the Nobility 
of Zealand moſt amazing ? Maximilian of Burgundy, 
according to the Dutch Writer, uſurps the Title of 
firſt Nobleman, he takes upon him the whole 
Power and Authority of the Nobility, and repreſents 
alone their whole Body, whilſt theſe do not offer 
to make the leaſt Struggle againſt ſuch an Uſurpa- 
tion, which deprived them of their Rank and of 
all their Power. But if the Nobles could not re- 
fiſt him becauſe of the great Power he had as 
High- Admiral and Stadholder of Zealand, Sc. they 
might at leaſt have put in their Claim after his 
Death. That Nobleman died without Iſſue, and 


left his Eſtate to an Heir who never enjoyed it. 


This was therefore the faireſt Opportunity in the 
World for the Nobles of Zealand to take Poſ- 
ſeſſion again of their ancient Privileges. But it is 
plain enough that they never had any ſuch Pri- 
vileges, or that they had quite forgot them : No 
Man among them puts in his Claim : But the 
Prince of Orange, William I. as Guardian, and in 
the Name of his Son Philip of Naſſau, Lord of 
St 
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St. Martenſdyk, claimed not only the Title of No- 
bleman of Zealand, and the Right of fitting in 
the Aſſembly of the States of that Province, but 
even the Title of firſt Nobleman, and the Right 
of repreſenting the ſecond Member of the State. 
None of the Nobility made any Objections againſt 
it; the only one who ſtarted ſome was Arent van 
Dorp, who as Adminiſtrator of Maximilian of Bur- 
gundy's Eſtate, aſſerted, that the Title of firſt No- 
bleman of Zealand was annexed to the Marqui- 
ſate of Veere and Fluſbing. This Cauſe was plead- 
ed before the Court of Juſtice. The Queſtion was 
not, whether there really was a firſt Nobleman in 
Zealand, who repreſented the whole Body of the 
Nobility, but only who had a Right to that Title. If 
the Claim of both Parties had been equally ill- ground- 
ed, it would have been called chimerical, and there- 
had been an end of the matter. Margaret of Auſtria, 
Governeſs of the Low-Countries, gave her Verdict 
for the Prince of Orange, who thereupon took, in 
the Name of his Son, the Title of firkt Nobleman 
of Zealand. 

III. But as the Prince of Orange had carried 
the Cauſe by Favour only, that Title did not con- 
tinue long annexed to the Lordſhip of Sr. Mar- 
tenſdyk. In the Year 1567, the Marquiſate of 
Veere and Fluſhing was put up to Sale by a De- 
cree of the Great Council of Mecklin, by which, 
it was declared, that among/t other Privileges an- 
nexed to that Marquiſate, the Buyer would be ac- 
knowledged as the firſs Nobleman of Zealand, and 
that as ſuch he would repreſent the ſecond Mem- 
ber of the State, or the Body of the Nebility, Neither 
upon this Occaſion, nor at the other public Sales 
of that Marquiſate, which were made afterwards 
upon the ſame Terms, was there any Objection 
made by the Nobles, nor any Attempt to claim- 
their Right ; which ſhews that they had none. 


IV, But 
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CR: | 
IV., But in the Year 1651, ſome Noble Fami- 
lies originally come from Zealand, as for Inſtance; 
the Families of the Borſele van der Hooge, of the Cats; 
of the Taye van Seſvoſkerken, Ic. challenged the 
Right they pretended they had anciently to fit in the 
Aſſembly of the States of the Province, as the 
ſecond Member of the States. I cannot tell what 
Arguments they urged to ſupport their Claim, or 
whether they urged the Cuſtom and Practice of 
the other Provinces, in which all the Nobles fit 
in the Aſſembly of the States; but the truth of 
the matter is, that their Claim was judged to be 
i]l-grounded, and they could not obtain what they 
deſired. 
And yet they could never have met with a 
better Opportunity. William II. Prince of Orange, 
Stadholder of Holland, and Marquis of Veere, was 
lately dead; and all the World knows what Diſ 
content and Suſpicions his Ambition had raiſed 
throughout the whole Commonwealth; he left 


the Princeſs big with Child, ſhe was delivered ſome 


time after of a Prince, who was the Glorious Mil- 
liam III. It is well known; even by a late In- 
ſtance, how apt Men are to take an Advantage. 
of a Prince's Minority, in order to deprive him of 


his Privileges, and to put it out of his power to 


aſſert them afterwards. But the Zealanders had 
at that time too much regard for the Laws of 
Juſtice and Equity, not to protect a young Prince, 
uncapable to defend himſelf. They ſupported him 
ih all his Rights, and confirmed to him the Title 
of firſt Nobleman of Zealand, with all the Pre- 
rogatives annexed to it. It were to be wiſhed, that 
the Province of Zealand had never receded from 
thoſe Principles of Equity, and would ſtill do Juſtice 
to a Prince, who has all the ſame Claims, and the 
ſame Right with his Predeceſlors. 
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Such are the Privileges which a Marquis of ere. 
and Fluſhing enjoys in Zealand, as being the firſt 
Nobleman, What adds ſtill to his Power, is the 
great Authority he has in thoſe two Cities, which 
are none of the leaſt conſiderable, for Fluſhing may 
be reckoned the ſecond City in Zealand, and one 
of the chief Towns in the whole Seven United 
Provinces, by its Trade and Riches. Tho? the 
Cities of Veere and Fluſhing acknowledge the States 
of Zealand, as their lawful and only Sovereign, 
and though they themſelves be a part ,of the So- 
vereignty, as having a Right to ſend Deputies to 
the Aſſembly of the States; yet they hold imme- 
diately of the Marquis as their Lord Paramount, to 
whom the Magiſtrates and the Citizens are oblig- 
ed to take an Oath of Allegiance, (though not 
inconſiſtent with that which they take to their So- 
vereign.) The Marquis has the Keeping of the 
City, ſo that the States of the Province cannot 
put a Garriſon into it without his Conſent. He 
has the chuſing of the Magiſtrates, out of t:cſe 
whoſe Names are preſented to him. Juſtice is ad- 
miniſtered 11 his Name, it 18 to him an Account 
is given of the Management of the Public Trea— 


ſure; he has a Right to lay Duties, and to make 


Rules and Orders for the Civil Government and 


Adminiſtration of Juſtice in thoſe two Cities, pro- 


vided theſe Rules and Orders he not inconſiſtent 
with the Fundamental Laws of the State. 

So extenſive.an Authority cannot but veſt the 
Marquis with a very great Power throughout all 
Zealand, where he not only has the firit Rank, 
but where his Credit may alſo in ſome manner 


: equal, if not cutweigh that of the reſt of the 
Province. For theſe Reaſons the Zealanders, who 
are jealous of their Liberttes, or rather animated 
by a Spirit of Party, were willing to take an op- 
Portunity from the preſent Situation of Affairs, 


in 


(10) 
In order to deprive his Serene Highneſs the Prince 
of Orange of that Marquiſate, to ſuppreſs it in- 


tirely, and to offer him an Equivalent inſtead of 


it. If this Suppreſſion was made by the common 
confent of both Parties, there could be no Objec- 
tion àgainſt it. But on the one hand, the Prince 
is by no means inclined to give up ſo conſide- 
rable a Fief, as the two Cities of Veere and Fluſh- 
ing: And on the other hand, the Zealanders claim a 
Right to exert their Sovereign Power, and Supreme 
Authority, by ſuppreſſing the Magiſtrate ; and con- 
ſequently, without any due courſe of Law, they have 
retuſed to inveſt the Prince with the Marquiſate, 
and have deprived him of all the Prerogatives which 
his Predeceſſors enjoyed in Zealand. 

This 1s the Difference we propoſe to give an 
Account of in the following Sheets: And that the 
Reader may be enabled to judge of the Argu- 
ments urged on both fides, we ſhall trace the 
matter up as high as the firſt Origin of the Mar- 

uiſate; we ſhall ſhew how it came into the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the illuſtrious Houſe of Naſſau-Orange, 
and how it is at preſent, by Right of Succeſſion, 
the Property of a Prince of that Houſe, who ſup- 
ports moſt worthily the Glory and Dignity of 
the Name of Orange. And by relating in a plain 
and merely hiſtorical Manner, the Proceedings of 
the Zealanders, with regard to the Prince of Orange, 
we ſhall put it into the Reader's power to deter- 
mine which Party has the beſt Claim. 


CHAPTER LI. # 


Compendious Hiſtory of the Marguifate 
of Veere and Fluſhing, from its firſt 
Origin, to the Death "of WILLIAM III. 
King of Great Britain, &c. and Stadihol- 
der of Holland, Zealand, Cc. 


8. I. HE Cities of Veere and Fluſhing, 
ſituated in the Iſland of Walcheren, 
the moſt conſiderable and the fineſt of all the 
Iſles of Zealand, have had, like all other Cities, 
but very obſcure beginnings, conſiſting at firſt of 
but a few Fiſhermens Huts. But their Situation 
did ſoon make them become much more impor- 
tant. In the Year 1280, Fleury, Count of Hol- 
land and Zealand, fold to Wolfoert van Borſele, 
and to Sybille his Wife, the City of Yeere, and 
the Baily wick of Zandyk, as a Maſculine Fief, which, 
for want of Male-He-irs, was to return to the 
Counts: But a few Years after, //#{faert procured 
a Deed, by which it was agreed, that tnat Fief 
might alſo come to the Female Heirs. In the 
Year 1452, Henry van Borſele bought of Philip the 
Debonnair, Duke of Burgundy, and Count of Hol- 
land, Zealand, Sc. the City "of Fluſhing, together 
with the Lordihips of ///- Capelle and Dombargh, 
for twelve thouſand Crowns ; but with this Pro- 
viſo, That it ſbould always be lawful for the Counts 
of Zealand to buy theſe Lordſbips again, upou pay- 
ing the aforeſaid Sum. But Mary of Burgundy, 
Grand- daughter to Philip the Debonnair, made that 
Clauſe void for a Sum of five thouſand Crowns, 


C3 paid 


(12), 
paid by Wolfaert van Borſele, the fifth of that Name, 
(Grandſon of Henry) Count of Grandprs, and Lord 


of Yeere: So that thoſe Cities were erected into a 


perpetual Fief never to be redeemed again by the 
Counts, but with the Conſent of the Lord Proprie- 
tor. Thoſe Lordſhips continued many Years in 
that Family, the moſt illuſtrious and the moſt an- 
cient of the Noble Families of Zealand, till they 
came into the Baſtard Family of Burgundy, by the 
Marriage of Anne van Borſele, only Daughter and 
Heirefs of J/olfaert V. For in the Year 1489, that 
Lady married Philip of Burgundy, Son of Antho- 
ny, who was the Natural Son of Philip the De- 
bonnair, and known by the Name of the Great 
Baſtard of Burgundy. From that Marriage came 
Adolphus of Burgundy, who inherited all the Eſtate 
of the Houſe of van Borſele. 
$. II. Adolphus of Burgundy died in 1540, and 
left all his Eſtate to his Son Maximilian, Lord 
of Beveren, who was very much in favour with 
Charles the Fifth. That Emperor made him Stadt- 
holder of Holland, Weſt-Friefland, Zealand, and 
Utrecht, Lord High Admiral, and Knight of the 
Golden Fleece; and in the Year 1555, he erected 
the Cities of Veere and Fluſbing, and other Lord- 
ſhips, which Maximilian was poſſeſſed of in Zea- 
land,” into a Marquiſate. It was then (if we may 
believe the Author of the Life of William I.) that 
the Marquis of Veere, as being the greateſt Lord 
in Zealand, took the Title of Firſt Nobleman of 
that Province. But whatever be the Origin of 
that Title, it is certain, that no Man objected a- 
gainſt Maximilian of Burgundy's taking it; he kept 
it all his Life- time, and enjoyed all the Privileges 
which we have obſerved above, to have been an- 
nexed to it. 
Though Masimilian was one of the greateſt 
and richeſt Lords of the Low- Countries, yet he 


2 died 
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died poor. As he had no Children lawfully be- 
gotten, he appointed Maximilian du Hannin, Son 
of his Siſter Anne of Burgundy, and of Fobn du 
Hannin, Count of Boſſu, his Heir. Jobn du Han- 
nin would take poſſeflion in the Name of his Son 
of the Eſtate left him by Maximilian of Burgun- 
dy. But that Eftate proved to be ſo incumbered 
with Debts, that he was obliged to ſuffer it to 
be ſequeſtrated till the Creditors were fatisfied. 

It was at that time (that is to ſay about the Year 
1561) that William I. Prince of Orange, who had 
ſucceeded Maximilian of Burgundy, in the high 
Poſt of Stadtholder of Holland, Zealand, &c. claimed 
alſo the Title of Firſt Nobleman of Zealand, as 
Guardian, and in the Name of his Son Philip 
of Naſſau, who in Right of his Mother, Anne of 
Eg mond, was Lord of St. Martenſdyl, a little Town 
ſituated in the Iſle of Tolen. The Prince pretended 
that his Son being now the greateſt Lord in Zea- 
land, by the Death of the Marquis of Yeere, had 
a Right to the Title of Firſt Nobleman of the 
Province, But this was diſputed by Arent van 
Dorp, Adminiſtrator of Maæimilian's Eſtate. Mar- 


garet of Auſtria, Governeſs of the Low- Countries, 


decided the Matter in the Prince of Orange's 
favour. 


As Maximilian of Burgundy was greatly indeb- 


ted when he died, as we have obſerved before, 


Count de Boſſu did not care to take upon him 
to pay thoſe Debts, for which Maximilian's Eftate 
was mortgaged ; either becauſe he did not think 
himſelf in a Condition to pay them, or becauſe 


he imagined the Debts amounted to more than the- 


whole Eſtate was worth; and therefore he gave 
up his Claim to the Eſtate, which was thereupon 
yielded to the Creditors, who in the Year 1367, 
obtained a Decree from the Supreme Court of the 
Seventeen Provinces kept at Mechlen, by which 

it 
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it was ordered, that the Cities of YVeere and Fluſh- 
ing, with all the Lordſhips belonging to the Mar- 
quiſate, ſhould be publickly put up to Sale. Arent 
van Dorp bought the Marquifate for James de 
Boſſu, Lord of Hauſſy. But Philip II. King of 
Spain, and Earl of Holland, Zealand, &c. put out 
a Declaration to this effect, viz. That that Fief 
might be redeemed by the King, as Earl of Zealand, 
by reimburſing to the Buyer the Sum he paid for it. 
And accordingly Philip II. engaged to pay the 
Sum of two hundred twenty-two thouſand one 
hundred Guilders, for which the Marquiſate was 
ſold ; and he appointed Adolphus of Burgundy, Lord 
of WYackent, to repreſent him in the Aſſembly of 
the States of Zealand, as Marquis of Veere and 
Fluſhing, that is to ſay, as firſt Nobleman of the 
Province; and on the other hand he ordered, that 
for the future thoſe Cities ſhould be held imme- 
diately of the Earl of Zealand, and not of any 
private Lord. But that Prince did never pay the 
ſtipulated Sum, ſo that he never was properly in 
poſſeſſion of the Marquiſate, and conſequently he 
could not make any Regulations concerning that 
Fief. | | 
There are however in theſe Proceedings two 
remarkable Particulars, which are very much urged 
by thoſe. who would have that Marquiſate ſup- 
preſs'd. The firſt is, Philip the Second's Decla- 
ration, that it would be lawful for the Earls of 
Zealand to redeem the Marquiſate, by reimbur- 
ſing the Sum paid for it; whence the Zealanders 
think they may infer, that ſince the States of the 
Province repreſent the Earl, or the Sovereign, 
they, have ſtill, by virtue of that Declaration, a 
Right to redeem the Marquiſate on the fame "Ferms 
on which it was fold. But as that Declaration is 
quite contrary to that which Mary of Burgundy 
made, and by which ſhe yielded thoſe Cities for 
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(1s) 
perpetual Fief, as we have obſerved above“, it 
is to be hoped, that thoſe Gentlemen will be ſo 
prudent and juſt, as to follow the Determinations 
of a Princeſs, whoſe Edits are ſtill looked upon 
as fundamental Laws of the State, rather than take 
an advantage of the , unjuſt Declaration of a Prince, 
who was the Oppreſſor and the Tyrant of their 
Country. 
J The ſecond Particular they urge is this, vi. 
4 That Philip II. after he had pretended to buy 
4 the Marquiſate, declared it to be his Will and Plea- 
ſure, that for the future the Cities of Veere and 
Fluſhing ſhould never be held of a private Perſon, 
but be looked upon as Provincial Cities Þ ; by vir- 
tue of which Declaration, he ſent Charles van Brae- 
men, Count of Megen, to take poſſeſſion of them 
in his Name, ſo that they were afterwards to be 
held immediately of the Earls of Zealand. 
But, in the firſt place, Philip could not make 
ſuch a Regulation as a Sovereign, ſince it was in- 
tirely inconſiſtent with Mary of Burgundy's Decla- 
4 ration. Secondly, He could not make 1t neither 
as Lord of thoſe two Cities, ſince he was never 
J the lawful Poſſeſſor of them, having not paid the 
Sum for which they were ſold. Thirdly, It was 
ſo far from being in the King of Spain's power 
to aboliſh the Marqdiſate, that it was only as Mar- | 
quis of Veere and Fluſhing, and as Lord of thoſe 
Cities, that he ſent Adolphus of Burgundy to re- 
preſent his Perſon, as firſt Nobleman of Zealand, | 
in the Aſſembly of the States of that Province. | 
But, ſay they, how can a Sovereign appear as 
ſuch, and at the ſame time, as a Vaſlal in the Aſ- 
ſembly of the States? And for what reaſon were 
theſe Cities made free, ſo far as not to be held 
any longer of a private Perſon? I anſwer, that this | 
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is not the preſent Queſtion ; nor is it any thing 
to my purpoſe to reconcile together that Prince's 
Proceedings; 
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Proceedings; much leſs to vindicate them. This 
however is a Matter of Fact, that Adolphus repre- 
ſented him as firſt Nobleman in the Aſſembly of the 
States of Zealand; his Commiſſion bears date June 
21, 1568 ; that Philip was never, properly ſpeak- 
ing, Lord of Veere and Fluſhing, ſince he never 

erform'd the Conditions on which he was to be 
ſuch, and conſequently he could never make any 
Regulations concerning thoſe Cities, It is very 
probable, that Philip II. foreſeeing, even at that 
time, the Commotions which aroſe ſoon after in 
the Low-Countries, had a mind to ſecure to him- 
ſelf before- hand the Poſſeſſion of thoſe two Ma- 
ritime Towns, which were of ſo great a conſequence, 
as has ſufficiently appeared by the Event. 

For in the Year 1574, the Inhabitants of Yeere 
and Fluſhing made themſelves Maſters of Mid- 
dleburgh, the only City in Zealand, which was ſtill 
of the King of Spain's Party. The Prince of O. 
range, in order to reward thoſe two Cities for 
the conſiderable Service they had thereby done 
to their Country, gave them, among ſeveral other 
Privileges, the Right to ſend Deputies to the Aſ- 
ſembly of the States, and ordered, in the King 
of Spain's Name, and in his own, as Stadtholder 
of Zealand, that for the ſuture it ſhould not be law- 
ful to alienate thoſe Cities, but that they ſhould be 
a part of the States of the Province. By virtue 
of that Regulation, the Cities of Yeere and Fluſb- 
ing came to enjoy the ſame Prerogatives with 
Miadleburgh, and the other Cities of Zealand. 

But in the mean time the Creditors were not 
fatisfied with this: they had till the ſame Claim, 
fince Philip II. had not paid the Debts for the 
Payment of which the Marquiſate was mortgaged. 
They preſented therefore a Vetition to the Court of 
Holland and Zealand, which was kept at the /lapue, 
praying that the Eſtate left by Maximilian of Bur- 
gunty 
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gundy might be put to ſale again. Their Petition 
was judged to be fair and juſt; and by a Decree 
of the Court, the Cities of Veere and Fluſhing were 
put to ſale in the Year 1380. It was ſpecified in the 
Decree, . that the Buyer ſhould have the Title of 
Firſt Nobleman of Zealand, and repreſent the Body 
of the Nobility of that Province. Fluſhing was bought 
by Jacob Bouwenſz Burgomaſter of that City for 
forty thouſand Guilders: and Jacob van Campen 
bought the City of Veere for ſixty-five thouſand 
Guilders. But as theſe two Gentlemen did not 
pay the Money, the Cities continued under the 
Adminiſtration of a Truſtee. 

y. III. The Creditors having made freſh Ap- 
plications to the Court of Holland and Zealand, 
the Marquiſate was again put to fale at the Hague, in 
June 1581. William I. bought it for the Sum of 
one hundred forty-four thouſand fix hundred Guil- 
ders: namely, ſeventy thouſand one hunred Guil- 
ders for the City of Fluſhing, and ſeventy-four 
thouſand five hundred for the City of Veere, toge- 
ther with the Caſtle of Sandenburgb, the Lordſhip 
of Polder, the Town and Liberty of Domburgh, 
and the Bailiwick of Sandyk. He paid beſides 
twenty-four thouſand Guilders for the Claim or 
Pretenfions of John of Burgundy Lord of Fromont, 
who had married Louiſa de Croy, Widow of Maximi- 
lian of Burgundy, whoſe Dowry of four thouſand 
Guilders per annum was aſſigned upon the Marqui- 
fate : All thoſe Sums put together amounted to one 
hundred ſixty- eight thouſand fix hundred Guilders : 
Upon the Payment of which the Prince of Orange 
was declared lawful Poſſeſſor of the Marquiſate of 
Veere and Fluſbing. 

It appears from all that we have been obſerving 
here, that this Affair was tranſacted according to 
the Forms and Rules of Juſtice. The Marquiſate 
was legally put to ſale, * adjudged by the Court 


of 


fling Demands as thoſe of the Creditors were, and 


 @ mind to buy the Marquiſate, and who made uſe of 
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of Holland and Zealand to the Prince of Orange, 
as the higheſt Bidder; in conſequence of which he 
and his Succeſſors have been quietly in poſſeſſion 
of it for above a whole Century. It is but lately 
that ſome People have pretended they underſtood 
this Aﬀair much better, and have diſcovered ſeveral 
Errors in the Proceedings, which render the Sale 
entirely void. This is endeavoured to be made out 
in the Manifeſto of the States of Zealand publiſh'd 
in the Year 1732, and by the Author of the Life 
of William I. It is a thing unheard of, ſay they, 
that ſo confiderable a Fief as the Marquiſate of 
Veere ſhould be put io ſale in order to ſatisfy ſuch tri- 


that it ſhould be fold for ſo ſmall a Sum as that which 
the Prince of Orange paid for it. That Sale, ſay 
they again, was entirely inconſiſtent with the Pri- 
vileges which were granted to theſe Cities in the Tear 
1574, and with the Decree de non alienando. 
That Sale was carried on notwithiſtandiug the Oppeſi- 
tions made againſt it by the Archduke Matthias, and 
by the Province of Zealand. But all this, add 
they, was ſecretly managed by the Prince, who had 


ell his Authority to carry his Point, 

Let us make ſome Obſervations upon all this. 

1. The Creditors, namely, Walter Block and 
Jacob van Campen, who petitioned that the Cities of 
Jeere and Fluſoing might be put to Sale, had not in- 
deed very large Sums to claim; but then they were 
not the only Creditors; there were others, to whom 
much more conſiderable Sums were owing, The 
whole Debt muſt certainly have been very great, 
ſince the 168600 Guilders, which the Prince of 
Orange paid, were hardly ſufficient to diſcharge 
one third Part of it. 

2. As to the Sum which the Prince paid for 
thoſe Cities, the Queſtion is not whether that Sum 


Was 
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was ſmall or not: He was the higheſt Bidder, and 
the Marquiſate was adjudged to him after a due 
Courſe of Law, and that was enough to ground 
his Title upon. However, if the matter be duly 
weighed, it will be found that that Sum was ſo far 
from being ſo trifling as it is pretended, that on 
the contrary, it was very large, conſidering thoſe 
Times; for Money was then much ſcarcer than it 
is now, and worth twice, or perhaps three times 
as much: This appears plainly enough by the Offer 
which the Province of Hollaud made the Prince 
tolend him ten thouſand Guilders, that he might the 
eaſter buy the Marquiſate. Ten thouſand Guilders 
are but a mere Trifle, conſidering the Value of 
Money at preſent, but at that Time it was a large 
Sum. Another Argument, which ſhews that the 
Sum paid by the Prince of Orange was very conſi- 
derable, is, that neither the King of Spain, nor 
the others who had bought the Marquiſate, could 


| ever pay it: Not even the Province of Zealand, 


who, we are told, was willing to enter into an 
Agreement with the Creditors, % «wanted Money, 
and could not raiſe it in ſo little Time; tor which 
Reaſon they would have had the Execution of the 
Decree for the Sale put off. Further, the Circum- 
ſtances in which the Cities were fold muſt be well 
conſidered : It was a Time of Troubles and Com- 
motions ; the public Affairs were in a kind of Cri- 
ſis: The Commonwealth was formed indeed; but 
it was not yet well fettled, as 1s very well known 
to thoſe who are in the leaſt acquainted with the 
Hiſtory of thoſe Times. So that though that F.ef, 
let it be never ſo confiderable, had been ſold for a 
ſmaller Sum till, it could not be ſurpriſing; no 
Man could be ſure to keep ſuch an Acquiſition a 
long time ; fo that the Danger there was of loſing 
it ſoon, could not but make the Buyer fearful and 


ſcrupulous, and muſt of courſe leſſen the Value of 
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an Eſtate, which in calm and peaceable Times 
would have been worth twice or thrice as much. 

3. Since the Cities of Yeere and Fluſhing, ſay 
the Zealanders, obtained in the Year 1574 the Pri- 
vilege of ſending Deputies to the Aﬀembly of the 
States of the Province, and were at the ſame time de- 
clared Provincial Cities, which were never for the fu- 
ture to be alienated, nor to come into the power of any 
private Lord, how could they be ſold? Is not that Sale 
inconſiſtent with that Declaration, and conſequently 
void and null? It is needleſs to make uſe of many 
Arguments in order to anſwer this; the Queſtion 

is about a plain Matter of Fact; which is, that the 
Clauſe de non alienando, was never urged againſt the 
ſelling of thoſe Cities, nor was the ſelling of them 
againſt the Laws and Cuſtom of the Country, fince 
it was done juridically at the Court of the Hague, 
after the Decree had been poſted up publickly, and 
fince, as Boxhornius relates (in Chronico, Part II. 
Page 528) the Sale was approved of by the Pro- 

| vince of Zealand, and the Prince of Orange ac- 

knowledged Marquis of Yeere and Fluſhing with- * 
out any Oppoſition, not even from thoſe Cities 
who were chicfly concerned in the whole Affair. 
But there is fomething more ſtill. The City of I 
Antwerp, and even Middleburgb, had a mind to buy 
the Marquiſate, as appears from a Deed of the 
Court of Holland, dated June 26, 1581, wherein 
the States declare, that having conſidered how dan- 
gerous it would be for Holland if the Marquiſate 
ſhould fall into the power of Antwerp or Middle- 


burgh, they have taken the Reſolution to offer the 
Prince of Orange eight or ten thouſand Pounds, 
that he may be better able to buy it, in caſe it 
ſhould be ſold above its real Value. Now fince 
the Cities of Autwerp and Middleburgb made ſome 
Steps towards buying Veere and 7{yhing, it follows ? 

plainly 
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plainly enough from thence, that this was not 
againſt the Laws of the Country. 

4. There were indeed ſome Repreſentations made 
by the Zealanders to the Court of Holland, concer- 
ning the Sale of thoſe Cities, but no ſtrong Oppo- 
ſitions againſt it, as is aſſerted by the Author of 
the Life of William I. as though thoſe Cities which 
had been incorporated with the States of the Province 
could not without Inconſiſtency be made to belong to a 
private Perſon, There is nothing like this in the 
Inſtructions of the Zealanders; it is not aſſerted 
there, that the Decree for ſelling thoſe Cities was 
againſt the Rules of Juſtice, or the Laws of the 
Land, nor is it ſaid, that they could not lawfully 
belong to a private Perſon. The City of Middle- 
burgh offers only ſome Difficulties relating to the 
Privilege granted to the Cities of Yeere and Fluſhin 
in the Year 1574, of ſending Deputies to the Aſ- 
ſembly of the States of the Province. According- 
ly it is faid in the Decree of the Court of Holland 
and Zealand, dated May 5, 1581, that the Zea- 
landers, who made ſome Difficulties relating to the 
Sale, ſhould have liberty to urge their Reaſons, and 
that if they were found good, it would be at the peril 
of the Buyers but that in the mean time thoſe 
Cities ſhould enjoy the Privileges that were granted 
them *till the Affair was examined and decided. It 
appears from thence thatthe Objections related only 
to the Privileges granted to the Cities of Veere and 
Fluſhing, but not at all to the Sale of thoſe Cities: 
They related indeed to the Danger there was leſt 
theſe Cities ſhould fall into the hands of a Perſon. 
who might do ſome prejudice to the Republic in 
its infant State; and conſidering the Crifis they 
were in, they had but too much to fear : and this 
was the only Argument which the Archduke 
Matthias urged in his Letter to the Court of Hol- 
land, The States of Holland anſwered him, that 


they 
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they would take care of that, and alſo that the 
Sale ſhould not be made, or at leaſt not ratified, but 
with the Conſent and Approbation of the Provin- 
ces of Holland and Zealand; and accordingly, as 
ſoon as it was known that the Marquiſate fell into 
the hands of the Prince of Orange, every one was 
ſatisfied, and there was no longer any Oppoſition. 
The Reader will perhaps be ſurpriſed that the States 
of Holland ſhould have ſo much Authority with 
regard to a Fief ſituated in the Province of Zea- 
land; but it muſt be obſerved, that from the Let- 
ters Patent of Charles V. dated October 20, 1555, 
by which Veere and Fluſhing are erected into a Mar- 

uiſate, it appears that it is a Fief held of the two 
Provinces of Holland and Zealand. 

5. The laſt thing that is objected, not ſo much 
with regard. to the Sale, as to the Conduct of the 
Prince of Orange, againſt whom the Author of 
his Life endeavours to raiſe as many Suſpicions as 
he can, is, that it was he who managed that Affair 
underhand, and ſet the Creditors to work. One 
would be ſurpriſed, ſays he *, that Cities of ſo 
much conſequence ſhould have been ſold by a 
* ſpecial Decree, in order to pay ſuch inconſide- 
© rable Debts, were it not well known that the Cre- 
© ditors were ſecretly ſtirred up by the Prince, who 
© had a mind to buy thoſe Cities for himſelf.” But 
whence and by whom was that known? It was 
not, to be ſure, by the States of Holland, ſince 
they offer'd the Prince to lend him the Sum of ten 
thouſand Guilders, in order to determine him to 
buy the Marquiſate; there was no great Occaſion 
for ſuch an Offer, if his Deſign were known before- 
hand ; nor did the States of Zealand entertain any 
ſuch Suſpicions, ſince the ſame Author obſerves 
very expreſsly, that T they charged their Deputies 
to repreſent to the States of Holland the Con- 

ſequences 
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© ſequences of that Sale, and to defire them to 

it off for five or fix Months at leaft (for the Rea- 
« ſons alledg*d above, pag. 13.) and that if they 
* could not obtain what they demanded, they 
< ſhould apply to the Prince, and defire him to 
make uſe of his Authority in order to put off 
© the Execution of the Decree.” How can this be 
reconciled with that Author's Aſſertion? Tt was 
very plain, ſays he, that all was done at the 
Prince's inſtigation. This, one would think, was 
taken notice of by all the World; and yet both 
the Hollanders and Zealanders act after ſuch a man- 
ner as ſhews evidently they had not the leaſt Suſpi- 
cion of it. 

The truth of the matter is, that this whole 
Charge is grounded only upon a Clauſe contained 
in the Prince of Orange's Marriage-Articles with 
Aun, the Siſter of the Elector Maurice; the Prince 
married her in the Year 1561, and engaged by 
the Marriage-Articles to procure to the eldeſt 
Son that ſhould be born from that Marriage the 
yearly Revenue of 70000 Livres, with the Title 
of Marquis, which the Prince had not himſelf at 
that time : whence the Author of his Life pre- 
tends to infer, though without any reaſon, that 
the Prince was even then reſolved to buy the Mar- 
quitate of Veere: Though this had been true there 


would have been nothing unlawful in it. But if 


the Prince had at that time the Defign aſcribed to 
him, how came it to paſs that in the Year 1574, 
when he granted ſuch conſiderable Privileges to 
the Cities of Veere and Fluſhing, he got the Clauſe 
de non alienando inſerted in the Deed, which Clauſe 
ſeemed intended to diſappoint his Deſigns? Why 
did he not offer to buy the Marquiſate the firſt or 
the ſecond time it was put up to Sale? He ſets 
up for a Buyer the third time only, and in all 
likelihood at the Perſuaſion of the States of Hol- 

land, 
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land, and becauſe he was ſenſible how much it con- 
cerned his Country that ſuch a Fief ſhould not fall 
into bad hands. 

$. IV. However it be, the Prince enjoyed it 
peaceably all his Life, and left it to his Deſcen- 
dants by his laſt Will and Teſtament, written with 
his own Hand, but which his being murthered pre- 
vented him from finiſhing ; he left the Marqui- 
fate to his ſecond Son, Maurice, according to the 
Clauſe of his Marriage-Contrat, whereupon the 
young Prince was acknowledged, without any Op- 
poſition, Marquis of Veere and Fluſhing ; but he 
was not inveſted with it, nor put in full poſſeſſion 
of it *till the Year 1609, after the Partition of the 
Eſtates, which William I. left, was made at the 
Hague between the three Brothers, Philip-William, 
Maurice, and Frederic-Henry, 

Prince Maurice did by his laſt Will leave all his 
Eſtate to his Brother Frederic-Henry, and to his 


Deſcendants, with this Clauſe, that in Default of 


Heirs Male, the Eſtate ſbould go to Erneſt-Caſimir, 
Count of Naſſau-Dietz, Stadtholder of Frieſland and 
Groningen, and to his Deſcendants. Frederic-Hen- 
xy ordered things otherwiſe, and by a Grant from 
the States of Holland and Zealand he ordered that in 
Default of Heirs Males all his Eſtates {ould go to 
his Daughters and their Deſcendants. But his 
Grandſon William III. who was as watchful for the 
Intereſt of Holland as he was afterwards for the 
Welfare of Eng/and, when he eſtabliſhed the Suc; 
ceſſion in a Proteſtant Line, and ſecured the Throne 
to the illuſtrious Houſe which fills it at preſent with 
ſo much Glory; William III. I fay, conſidering 
how much it concerned the Preſervation of the 
Republic that his large Eſtate ſhould not come into 
the hands of ſome foreign Prince, obtained a 
Grant, dated June 15, 1675, by which à full 
Power was given him to diſpoſe of eil his Eftates and 

Goods, 
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Goods, Moveables and Immoveables, which be adtu- 
ally poſſeſſed, or ſhould come to poſſeſs afterwards, in 
the Provinces of Holland and Zealand, in favour of 
whom he pleaſed, and that the Heir named and 2 
pointed in his laſt Will and Teſtament ſhould be put 
in poſſeſſion of all his Eſtates with all their Appur- 
tenances and Prerogetives, and ſhould enjoy them 
peaceably, ſo as to be never at any time moleſted 
in the Polſeſſion of them, &c. By virtue of that 
Grant or Permiſſion the Prince, by his Will dated 
October 18, 1695, inſtituted and appointed John- 
William Friſo, Prince of Naſſau-Dietz, Stadtholder 
of Frieſland and Groningen, &c. his ſole and uni- 
verſal Heir, and his Deſcendauts after ham, and 
made their High Mightineſſes the States General of 
the United Provinces, Executors of his laſt Will and 
Teſtament. 

Notwithſtanding this laſt Will of King Wil- 
liam, Objections were made againſt the Prince of 
Friefland's ſucceeding to thoſe Eftates, 1. by the 
Prince of Nafſau-Siegen, who by the Extinction of 


the Branch of Naſſau-Orange, came to be the el- 


deſt of the Houſe of Naſſau, and as ſuch claimed 
all the Eſtates which had belonged to William l. 

2. By the Count of Solre, Who claimed only 
that part of the Eſtate which came to the Family 
of Naſſau-Orange by Ann of Egmond, the firſt 
Vife of Prince William of Niſſau, the Founder 
of the Republic. 

3. By the King of Pruſſia, who was the moſt 
formidable Competitor, and who claimed the 

whole, and grounded his Title to it on his being 
deſcended from the eldeſt Daughter of Frederic 
Henry, Prince of Neſſau-Orenge, and on the laſt 
Wills of Renatus of Chdlons, Ann of Egmond, II il. 
liam, and Frederic-Henry of Naſſau, by all whoſe 
Wills it is ordered, that the whole Eſtate of the 
Heuſe of Naſſau ſhould be à perpetual Feofment in 

F. Trujt, 


vhs 
Truſt, which, on Default of Heirs Male, ſbould go 
to the eldeſt Daughter, and her Deſcendants. 

But without diſcuſiing that Controverſy, which 
is nothing to our preſent purpoſe, we ſhall only 
obſerve, that though all former Wills had not been 
cancelled and made void by King William's, yet 
nothing can be inferr'd from thoſe Wills with re- 
gard to the Marquiſate of Vetre and Fluſhing, 
which did not yet belong to the Houſe of Naſſar 
at the time of Renatus of Chalons, nor of the La- 
dy Anu of Egmond, nor even when William J. 
made a general Diſpoſition of all his Eſtate, 
which he did in the Year 1557. It 1s plain that 
nothing could be regulated at that time concerning 
the Marquiſate, which muſt be conſidered as 
Prince Maurice's Patrimony, by Virtue of his Fa- 
ther's laſt Will, and above all by Virtue of the 
Marriage - Contract, by which his Father had 
bound himſelf to procure a Marquiſate for Prince 
Maurice. That Marquiſate is therefore a Fief, 
which was the property of that Prince; and 
though it were not in his power to diſpoſe of the 
other Eſtates belonging to the Houſe of Naſſau, 
ſo that his Succeſſors might do in that reſpect what 
they thought fit, yet he had an unqueſtionable 
right to diſpoſe of the Marquiſate, as an Eftate 
which was his own, in favour of whom he pleaſed; 
nor could his Succeſſors lawfully make any Alte- 
ration in the Diſpoſal he made of it. Now ſince 
Prince Maurice bequeathed it (in default of Heirs 
Males of the Houſe of Naſſau-Orange) to Ernc/t 
Caſimir, Count of Naſſau-Dieſt, and to his De- 
ſcendants, it follows, it ſeems, from thence, 
that L illiam. Charles: Heuiq Friſo, now Prince of 
Orange and Naſſau, who is deſcended from Erneſt 
Cofimir, is the only Perſon who has a lawful 
Claim and an unqueſtionable Right to the Marqui- 
ſate of Heere and Flu Ning. And yet that Fief has 
ö been 
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been blended with the other States of King . 
liam, and the Diſpute concerning the Succeſſion 
was not decided *till the Year 1732, by a Parti- 
tion-Treaty made between his Majeſty the King of 
Pruffia and the Prince of Orange, by which "the 
Marquiſate of Veere and Hluſbing is come to the 
Prince of Orange's ſhare. We ſhall ſhew in the 
following Chapter how the Zealanders have acted 
towards that Prince with regard to the Marquiſate. 


An Account of the Conduct of their NorLE 
M1GHTINESSES re STATES of the Pro- 
vince of Zealand, ſince the Death of 
WILLIAM III. with regard to the Mar— 
quiſate of VEERE and FLUSHING. 


$. I. } Mmedaately after the Death of King Wil- 
liam of Glorious Memory, and even be- 
fore his laſt Will and Teſtament was opened, the 
King of Pruſia put in his Claim to the whole 
Eſtate which had belonged to the late King, and 
particularly to the Marquiſate of JVeere ad Fluſh- 
ing, and other Lands fituated in the Province of 
Zea! land; he wrote a Letter to the States of that 
Province, demanding that he might be put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of thoſe Eſtates. But the Princeſs Dowa- 
ger of Friefland wrote alſo to the ſame States, 
praying that the Succefſion might be left undeter- 
mined 'till the King's laſt Will was opened and 
read. 
The lat Will being opened, and 7eon Millan 
Friſo, Prince and Hereditar y Stadtholder of 7e/- 
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land, being therein appointed ſole and univerſal 
Heir to all the Eftates, Moveables and Immove- 
ables of William III. King of Great Britain, &c. 
the Princeſs Dowager, Mother and Guardian to 
the young Prince of Friefland, wrote a Letter to 
the States of Zealand, in which ſhe obſerved to 
them, That the late King having appointed her 
Son the Prince of Frieſland his ſole and univer- 
ſal Heir, and their Noble Mightinefſes being 
appointed Executors of his laſt Will, together 
with their Noble Mightineſſes the States of the 
other Provinces, ſhe hoped that they would concur 
with them in the due Execution of the Will ; 
and ſhe demanded at the ſame time that the 
Prince her Son might be immediately inveſted 
with the Marquiſate of Yeere and Fluſhing, to 
which he had an unqueſtionable Right by Virtue 
of the laſt Will and Teſtament of Prince Mau- 
rice of Naſſau, which could not be altered by 
his Succeflors.” 

But that Princeſs could not obtain her Requeſt, 
nor even that part of King William's Eſtate, 
which he himſelt had purchaſed, and which there- 
fore he had, it ſeems, an unqueſtionable Right to 
diſpoſe of, The States of Zealand anſwered, 
That the King of Fraſſia claimed the whole 
Succeſſion, and conſequently the Marquiſate of 
Veere and Flaſhing, and that as their Noble 
Mightineſſes were reſolved to ſtand neuter be- 
tween the two Claimants, it did not become 
them to favour the one to the prejudice of the 
other: that therefore the Inveſtiture of the Mar- 
quiiate would be put off *till the Controverſy 
was determined.“ They made very near the 
ſame Anſwer to the States General, who, as Exe- 
cutors of King William's Will, required to be inve- 
ted with the Marquiſate. But the Zealangers 
would not conſent to it; and declared however in 
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( 29) 
the mean time very expreſsly, that this Delay 
would by no means prejudice the Claims of the Heirs, 
whoſe Right they acknowledged. 

On the other hand, their High Mightineſfles, 
being unwilling to diſoblige either of the conten- 
ding Parties, wiſhed the Diſpute might be decided 
amicably, rather than by forcible means, or by 


juridical proceedings: to which their moſt Serene 


Highneſſes the Prince and Princeſs of riefland 
conſented ; ſo that the whole Succeſſion was k 
entire, and left under the Adminiſtration of the 
Council of Demeſns, which the Princes of Orange 
uſed to keep at the Hague ever ſince the Founda- 
tion of the Commonwealth, 

It is true indeed that the Succeſſion was very 
much diſmembered by the King of Pruſſia, who 
took a conſiderable part of it by main Force. The 
Prince of Jengbien alſo found means to ſeize upon 
ſome Lands ſituated in Flanders, and in the Dut- 
chy of Luxemburgh; and afterwards the States 
General gave up proviſionally ſome Lordſhips to 


the King of Pruſſia, and ſome others to the Prince 


of Naſſau-Dietz : but, as we have declared above, 
we confine our ſelves to what regards the Marqui- 
fate of Yeere and Fluſhing. 

$. II. Whilſt the Zealanders proteſted moſt 
publickly, that hey did not pretend to prejudice in 
the leaſt the Rights of both Claimants, and that the 


Marquiſate would be kept entire, and in the ſame 


condition with all its Rights, Privileges, and Pre- 
rogalives it was in at King William's Death, they 
acted in a manner quite contrary to thoſe publick 
Proteſtations; for they made contiderable Altera- 
tions in the Government of Feere and Fluſbing. 
1. They arrogated to themſelves. the power of 
eſtabliſhing the Civil Government in thoſe Cities. 
2. They ordered that for the future theſe Cities 
ſhould not preſent the Nomination of the Burgo- 

maſters 


(3d) 
maſters and Sheriffs to the Marquis, but to the 
States of the Province. 3. The Magiſtrates were 
exhorted not to pay any regard to the Choice or 
Election of Burgomaſters and Sheriffs which ſhould 
be notified to them from the Marquis. 4. The 
Bayliff was commanded not to adminiſter the 
Oath to, nor to inſtall any Magiſtrate appointed by 


the Marquis. 5. They obliged the Government 


of thoſe Cities to make new Regulations concerning 
the Election of the Magiftrates ; and this they did 
notwithſtanding the Proteſtations of many Perſons. 
There were ſeveral other violent and unjuſt Proceed- 


ings, tending directly to abrogate the Prerogatives 


and unqueſtionable Rights of the Marquis. 

The States of Zealand acted in this Affair after 
the moſt arbitrary manner, without conſulting or 
hearkening to the Claimants, or to the States-Ge- 
nerals, who as Executors cauſed ſtrong Repreſen- 
tations to be made to them, both in Writing and 
by Word of Mouth by their Deputies. The States 
of Zealand grounded their Conduct upon this, viz. 
that as it was not yet determined to whom the 
Marquiſate of Yeere and Fluſhing belonged, they 
were to have the Adminiſtration of it, as being 
the Domini directi, and repreſenting the Earl of 
the Province. This was nevertheleſs againſt a 
fundamental Law of Zealand, made in the time 
of Mary of Burgundy, and by which it is ordered, 
That in caſe of a Diſpute about a Fief between 
two Claimants, both Parties ſhall chuſe a Man 
of Note to adminiſter the Fief in their Name ; 
and in caſe they cannot agree about the choice of 
ſuch a Perſon, each of them ſhall name one, 
and theſe two together ſhall chuſe a third, who 
ſhall adminiſter the Fief in the Name of the 
Claimants *till the Diſpute be determined.” 

Such unlawful and irregular Proceedings as thoſe 


of the Zealanders were, could not but give very 
great 
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(31) | 
great Offence to the Public, and eſpecially to the 
Parties concerned. The King of Pruſſia, the 
Princeſs Dowager of Naſſau, and the Prince her 
Son, made heavy Complaints againſt thoſe unjuſt 
Proceedings, and againſt the Wrong that was done 
to the Marquis; they wrote about it to the States 
of Zealand; but all their Repreſentations proving 
ineffectual, they were forced at laſt to have re- 
courſe to the Law. The Council of the Demeſns 
eſtabliſhed at the Hague for adminiſtring the Eſtate 
of the late King brought their Action before the 
High Council of Holland and Zealand againſt the 
Bayliff, the Burgo-maſters, and the Sheriffs of 
Veere and Fluſhing, concerning the Alterations 
which had been made or ſuffered to be made in the 
Government of thoſe Cities, to the prejudice of 
the Marquis; and obtained towards the end of the 
Year 1703 four Mandates tending to reform theſe 
Abuſes, and which were notified to the Government 
or Regency of Veere and Fluſhing : But the States 
of Zealand thought it proper to forbid thoſe Cities 
to pay eny regard to thoſe Manaates, upon pain of 
their Indignaticn ;, nay, what is more, the Man- 
dates were thrown into the fire with Contempt, 
even in the preſence of the Meſſengers who brought 
them, and their Noble Mightinefſes * wrote to 
the Preſident and Members of the High Coun- 
eil, deſiring them not to proceed in that Affair, 
ſuch Proceedings being againſt their Honour, and 
againſt their Right as Sovereign, and that they 
would make no account of them, The High Coun- 
eil being ſurpriſed at ſuch a Letter, and at ſuch a 
Conduct, which ſeemed a Contempt of the Law, 
brought their Complaints before the Aſſembly 8 

the 


It is the Title which the States of Zealand and thoſe of 
the other Provinces take, except thoſe of Holland, who ilile 
themſelves Noble and Great Mightineſſes; and the States Gene- 
ral of the ſeven Provinces ſtile themſelves Hizsh-Mightine/es. 


632) 
the States of Holland, and asked them how they 
were to act in that Affair. Their Noble and Great 
Mightineſſes came to a Reſolution Zune 6, 1704, 
by which the Prefident and Counſellors of the 
High Council were ordered Zo proceed according to 
the common Courſe of Law. The ſame States had 
already declared the Year before, viz. in 1703, 
That it was their Opinion that the Adminiſtra- 
* tors of King WMilliam's Eſtate were authoriſed to 
chuſe a Perſon of Note to go into Zealand and 
take poſſeſſion, proviſionally, of the Cities of 
Veere and Fluſhing, in the Name of the Clai- 
mants, and to act there as Marquis.“ But the 
Zealanders worked ſo powerfully and ſo effectually 
upon the States of Holland, that the latter, either 
for fear of falling out with tnoſe of Zealand, or 
becauſe they had already ſecretly the ſame Views 
with them, came at laſt, October 21, 1705, to a 
Reſolution, by which the High Council was prohibited 
to meddle in any manner whatſoever with what con- 
cerned the Cities of Veere and Fluſhing ; with this 
Proviſo nevertheleſs, that the Perſon who ſhould 
afterwards be acknowledged as Lord of Veere and 
Fluſhing would have the liberty to urge bis Claim 
and aſſert his Right as he fhould think fit. And on 
the other hand, the States of Zealand declared, 
That the Alterations they had lately made in the 
© Government of thoſe Cities were only proviſio- 

nal, and not intended to deprive the Marquis 
of his Right: that they did not deſign to ſtrike 
at his Prerogative. ..... and that the Perſon who 
ſhould be afterwards acknowledged as Marquis of 
thoſe Cities would have the liberty at any time to 
proſecute his Claim, and to reſtore the Govern- 
ment on its ancient footing.* It is no caſy mat- 
ter to reconcile this Declaration with what they did 
at that time, and much leſs with what they have 
done ſince. 
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(33 ). 
F. III. The Zealanders had all along declared 
and proteſted, that they would leave the Marqui- 
ſate entire: they were ſure not to diſcover too ſoon 
nor too openly their bad Intentions. Their alte- 
ring the Government of Veere and Fluſhing, by a 
Stretch of their own Authority, had made alread 

ſuch bad impreſſions on people's minds, that they 
dared not to proceed any farther. But as ſoon as 
they had found means to win the Dutch over to 
their fide, and had no longer any thing to fear 


from that quarter, they began to act with leſs re- 
ſerve: it appeared then plainly enough what they 


aimed at, and that their deſign was not to make on- 
ly ſome proviſional Alterations in the 2 as 
they would have People believe, but to ſuppreſs it 
entirely. In the Year 1706 the Cities of Goes and 
Fluſhing repreſented to the Aſſembly of the States 
of Zealand, * that ſo conſiderable a Fief as the 
* Marquiſate put ſo great a Power into the hands 


« of one ſingle Man, that it might be attended 


A 


with ſuch Conſequences as would prove very 
dangerous to the Province ; that therefore they 
prayed their Noble Mightineſſes would be plea- 
ſed to conſider whether the Security of the Re- 
public did not require that the Marquiſate be ſup- 
preſs'd, and they concluded it was their Opinion 
that it ought to be ſuppreſſed. All this was done 
at the Inſtigation of the States of Zealand, who 
had changed the Regency of HFluſbing, and put 
none among the Magiſtrates but their own Crea- 
tures, who acted only by their Direction. 

The Princeſs Dowager of Friefland, being ac- 
quainted with what was doing in Zealand, and 
knowing from very good hands how the States 
were diſpoſed, wrote a Letter to them dated Fa- 
zuary 29, 1507, complaining, in the Name of 
ner Son then ſtill under Age, of ſuch wee 


which were grounded upon no manner of reaſon, 
| F nel- 


| ( 34 ) 
neither real 1 „ ; and ſhe repreſented to 
them, that the Prince her Son had a lawful claim 
tothe Marquiſate, as Heir to King William, and 
„that it was in no Man's power to deprive him 
of an Eſtate, without a lawful cauſe, and with- 
but following the common courſe of Juſtice.” 
The City of Zireſee made alſo ſtrong Repreſenta- 
tions upon that Subject, and by a Reſolution to 
which they came January 16, 1707, they declared, 
that it was their Opinion that the Laws ſhould 
< be followed and executed, as it had always been 
< pratiſed, and that therefore in the preſent Af- 
. fair it was not proper to make uſe of their ſove- 
©teign Authority. 
| Notwithſtanding this, the States of Zealand pro- 
poſed to the Prince in the Year 1708, to give Bis 
conſent to the Suppreſſion of the Marquiſate, either 
for a Sum of Money, or for fome other Equivalent 
that ſhould be agreed upon. But the Prince rejected 
the propoſal; and the Zealanders meeting with 
ſtrong Oppoſitions both from their own Province 
and from without, thought it proper to drop that 
Affair for the preſent, *till a more favourable Oppor- 
tunity offered to profecute their Deſign. 
It was not long before they met with ſuch an 
Opportunity: Fobn William Friſo, Prince of Na/- 
ſau-Dietz, Prince and Hereditary Stadtholder of 
Frieſfland, &c. who was but juſt entered upon his 
twenty-fixth Year, and adorned with all the Vir- 
tues and ſhining Qualities of his Anceſtors, and 
ſhewed himſelf worthy to ſucceed to the Houſe of 
Orange, had the misfortune to be drowned as he 
was croſſing the Moerdyk Fuly 4, 1711. He was 
returning from the Army in Hlanders, where he 
had gained a great Reputation, and was going to 


the Hague in order to determine his Difference | 
about the Succeſſion of William III. tte laſt F 


Prince of Orange, with the King of Pruſſia, 
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who was come to Holland on that very e 
The Prince of Naſſau left his Widow Princeſs 
Mary, Daughter of Charles Landgrave of Heſſe, 
big with Child: She was delivered September 1, 
1711, of a Son, who was named Milliam Charles 
Henry Friſo: It is the preſent Prince of Orange 
and Naſſau, who is married with her Royal High- 
neſs the Princeſs Royal of England. His Fate is 
like the Great King William's in this Particular, 
that he was born after his Father's Death, and that 
from his very Birth he met with ſtrong Oppoſitions 
even from thoſe from whom he had reaſon to ex- 
pect all manner of Kindneſſes and Protection. 

During the long Minority which followed the la- 
mentable Death of the Prince of Frieſland, the Zea- 
landers had all the time they could wiſh to takeeffec- 
tual meaſures in order to execute the deſign they 
had been a long while meditating : but they did 
not declare their Intention publickly *till the Year 
1725, when they came to the following Reſolu- 
tion, viz. to ſuppreſs the Marguiſate of Veere and 
Fluſhing ; zo ſet thoſe Cities free from all Vaſſalage 
and Dependance from any particular Lord; to declare 
them unalienable; and to put them upon the ſame 
feoting with the other Cities of the Province with 
regard to the Adminiſtration of Juſtice and the Ci- 
vil Government, offering at the ſame time to indem- 
wify the Claimant as to the Revenue and Profits of the 
Marquiſate, 

Hereupon the Princeſs Dowager of Friefland 
wrote a Letter to the States General, dated Februa- 
ry 2, 1723, which was delivered to them by the 
Deputies of the Province of Frieſland, and in 
which ſhe complains in the ſtrongeſt Terms, of 
the Injuſtice which the Zealanders did to her 
Son, and prays that the States General would be 
* pleaſed to make uſe of their Authority to get 
that Grievance redreſſed.“ The Landgrave of 

F 2 Heſſe. 
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Heſſe-Caſſel wrote alſo to the ſame States, Februa- 
ry 15, 1723, that he being Grandfather and 
* Guardian of the Prince of Orange, thought it 
© his Duty to repreſent to their High Mightineſſes 
the Injury which the Zealanders did to that young 
Prince, by pretending, againſt all Right and Rea- 
ſon, to deprive him of the Eſtate of his Anceſtors, 
and to ſuppreſs a Marquiſate which had been acqui- 
red by lawful means, that were even approved by 
the United Provinces, to which Marquiſate the 


Landgrave demanded that Juſtice might be done 

to that Prince.” 
On this occaſion the States of the Province of 
Gelderland, by a Reſolution paſſed April 21, 1723, 
cauſed it alſo to be repreſented to the States Gene- 
ral, That as thoſe States had accepted the Guar- 
« dianſhip of the Prince of Orange, they were oblig'd 
in honour and conſcience to ſupport and aſſert his 
Rights, and not to ſuffer that any wrong and 
injuſtice be done to him; but to ſce that all the 
emeſns, Eſtates, and Prerogatives bequeathed 
by King William of glorious Memory be put intire 
into the hands of his Heirs —— That to coun- 
tenance the Proceedings of the Zealanders, 
would be of a dangerous Conſequence to the 
Commonwealth. What could the Subjects 
and the Inhabitants of the Country expect trom 
an Adminiſtration which acted after ſo unjuſt and 
deſpotic a manner? And what Notions could 
Strangers entertain of a Commonwealth, where 
a Subject is deprived, without any Form of 
Law, of an Eftate lawfully gotten, and of 
which his Predeceſſors had been above a Century 
in poſſeſſion. This, they ſaid, was an Injuſtice 
unheard of in the Republic 'till that time, and 
which ought not to be done to the meaneſt Sub- 
« ject, much leis to a Subject fo illuſtrious as the 
3 8 | Prince 
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* Prince of Orange, and whoſe Anceſtors had 
done ſuch eminent Service to the State. That 
a fundamental Law of the Country, which 1s the 
Glory and the Security of the Commonwealth, 1s, 
that any Subject may be ſure to enjoy without mo- 
leſtation his own Eſtates, which cannot be taken 
from him without a due Courſe of Law.—— 
They conclude with exhorting the States General 
that they would be pleaſed to concur with them 
in order to perſuade the Zealanders to act with 
* more Equity towards the Prince of Orange.” 
The Provinces of Friefland and Groningen made 
alſo at that time the like Repreſentations, in which 
they urged almoſt the ſame Arguments. 

The States of Holland, who ſeemed at firſt to 
diſlike the Proceedings of the Zealanders, had ve- 
ry much altered their Minds, as we have obſerved 
above ; they did even ſhew publickly that they had 
the ſame Views with them: for in an Aſſembly of 
the States General, held June 5, 1723, the De- 
_ of Holland and Weſt-Friefland declared in the 

ame of their Principals, that after reading and 
examining the Letters of the Princeſs Dowager 
of Friefland and of the Landgrave of eſſe, 
and the Repreſentations of the Provinces of Gel- 
derland, Friefland and Groningen, they found 
that the Diſpute about the Marquiſate of Yeere 
between the Prince of Orange and the Province 
of Zealand concerned not only the Intereſt of 
that ſingle Province, but alſo the Intereſt of Hol- 
land, and even all the other Provinces in alliance 
with them, and that for theſe Reaſons it deſer- 
ved very much to be taken into conſideration.— 
But that it ſeemed the Provinces of Gelderland, 
Friefland and Groningen, put an odious Conſtruc- 
tion upon the Conduct of the Zealanders, as 
though the latter acted abſolutely by main Force, 
and only by Virtue of their ſovereign Power; 
| | where 
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( 38) 


whereas it appeared to the States of Holland, after 
having maturely examined the whole Affair, that 
the Zealanders did only exert the Right which be- 
longs to any Sovereign, and that they nevertheleſs 
offered the Prince a reaſonable and ſufficient Equi- 
valent.— Afterwards they expatiate at large on 
the Power which a Sovereign has to diſpoſe of a 
SubjeR's Eſtate, either in the whole or in part, 
in Caſes of Danger, or where the public Good 
is concerned; they aſſert, that the Sovereign is 
the ſole proper Judge of thoſe Caſes, which do 
not belong to the Juriſdiction of the ordinary 
Judges, which they prove by the laying of 
Taxes, the raiſing of Moles, Fortifications, 
public Buildings, Sc. That tho' the Caſes of 
of an imminent Danger do not actually exiſt, yet 
it is lawful for a Sovereign to prevent them, 
which they ought even in Prudence to do, leſt 
it be afterwards too late to remedy the Evil, And 
therefore Moles muſt be raiſed in Summer, before 
the Floods come; Fortifications muſt be built in 
time of Peace, c.... . As to what is alledged 
that the States General being Executors of King 
William's laſt Will, they were oblig*d in Honour 
and Conſcience to preſerve his Eſtate entire, and to 


protect his Heirs, the States of Holland anſwer, 


that this implies only that they ought to protect 
the Pupil or Heir againſt any Injury that might 
be offered him, but had no Connection with the 
Affair before them, which was abſolutely of the 
Cognizance of the Sovereign of whom the Fief 
is held, and who alone has a Right to judge in 
this Matter. . . . They obſerve alſo that as it is 
the Marquis who appoints the Magiſtrates of 
Veere and Fluſhing, this gives him fo great a Power 
and Authority in the Aſſembly of the States of 
the Province of Zealand, as may even have an 
Influence in the Aſſembly of the States General, 
e uhich, 
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which, ſay they, cannot but prove dangerous to 
the Republic: And beſides, it is againſt the fun- 


damental Laws of a Country, that a City ſhould 
ſend Members or Deputies to the Aſſembly of the 


State, unleſs ſuch a City be under the immediate 
and ſole Authority of the Sovereign: they 
alledge as Inſtances of this, the City of Purme- 
rent in North-Holland, which had no Right to 
ſend Deputies to the States of the Province be- 
fore the Year 1582, when that City was entirely 
diſcharged from all manner of Dependance from 
the Houſe of Egmond, and the City of Gauda 
in Saut h- Holland, which was not admitted amon 

the Cities that ſend Members to the States-before 
the Year 1397, when the laſt Lord of that City 
being dead, ſhe fell again into the Power of the 
Sovereign... They obſerve the ſame with regard 
to the City of Tolen in Zealand, which in the 
Year 1520 being held of a particular-Lord, had 
for that reaſon no Vote in the Aſſembly of the 
States of the Province : but being diſcharged of 


all Vaſſalry in the Year 1524, ſhe obtained again 


her Seat in the Aſſembly of the States. Whence 
it appears evidently (according to the Hollangers) 
that it is a fundamental Maxim in Zealand, that 
a City beld of a private Perſon cannot ſend Mem- 
bers to the Aſſembly of the States. . . . They add, 
that the purchaſing of the Cities of Yeere and 
Fluſhing in the Year 1581 was an Effect only of 
the Prince of Orange's Authority, and that any 
Poſſeſſion whatſoever, which is againſt the funda- 
mental Laws of a Country, and dangerous to 
the State, though ſuch a Poſſeſſion be never ſo 
ancient, cannot give a Right of Preſcription : ſo 
that the States of Zealand, who had ſucceeded 
to the Earls of that Province, could not do bet- 
ter than follow the Example of the laſt Earl 4 
an 
* Philip II. King of Spair, See above, pag. 14, 15» Oc. 


( 40.) 
and deelare thoſe Cities free from all Vaſſalage 
and Dependancy, as it had alſo been done by 
the Prince of Orange himſelf in the Year 1374“. 

. . . Finally, after proving and juſtifying the 
Conduct of the Zealanders, they conclude that 
the latter had not only ſufficient Reaſons to ſup- 
© preſs the Marquiſate, but even that they could 
© not neglect taking an advantage of the favourable 
© Opportunity they had to act as they did, without 
« injuring their own Country, and conſequently all 
© the ſeven united Provinces; and that the Pro- 
« vince of Holland and Weſt-Friefland being, after 
© Zealand, the moſt concerned in that Affair, their 
Noble and Great Mightineſſes were obliged to 
come into the ſame Meaſures with the Zealanders, 
and to ſupport them.... and that this Difference 
© belonged to the Cognizance of the Sovereign 
© alone, and was not to be determined according 
to the ordinary Courſe of Law Proceedings.” 
Such a Diſcourſe could not but be very ſurpri- 
fing, as it came from the States of Holland, who 
in the Year 1704 F had expreſsly charged the Pre- 
fident and Members of the High Council to exa- 
mine, according to common Courſe of Law, the 
Marquis of Veere's Complaints againſt the Zealan- 
ders. But their Notions and Intereſt were now 
very much altered : and the Deputies of Zealand 
finding they were ſo well ſupported, declared plain- 
ly, © that they could pay no regard to the De- 
* mands of the Provinces of Gelderland, Friefland 
and Groningen, becauſe the Diſpute concerning; 
« Veere and Fluſhing was a domeſtic Affair, which 
* concerned Zealand only, and with which neither 
* the other Provinces, nor even the States General 
© as Executors of King William's laſt Will, had 
any Right to meddle.“ 2 
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* See pag. 16. + See above, pag. 32. 
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( 4t ) 
The States of Gelderland being met at Zatphen 


Oober 12, 1723, took that Anſwer of the Zea- 
landers into Confideration, and charged their Depu- 
ties to repreſent to the Aſſembly of the States Ge- 
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neral, That they had been extremely ſurpriſed at 


the Zealanders pretending that the Difference con- 
cerning Veere and Fluſhing was a domeſtic Affair, 
with which it became neither the States General 
nor the other Provinces to meddle. That indeed 
every Province 1s a Sovereign at home, and de- 
cides without Appeal thoſe Affairs which regard 
that Province in particular; but that there are 
ſome Caſes about which the other Provinces have 
a Right to concern themſelves : That by the 
XVIIth Article of the Union made at Utrecht in 
the Year 1579, they are engaged 10 do juſtice 
to any Prince, City, private Subject or Stranger, 
&c ; that the ſeven Provinces are Guarantees of 
the Execution of that Article, which the Zea- 
landers do manifeſtly violate with regard to the 


Marquiſate of Veere; that therefore the other 


Provinces had a Right to make Repreſentations 
to the Zealanders againſt the Injuſtice of their 


Proceedings... That the States General having 


with the Conſent of each particular Province ac- 
cepted the Execution of King William's laſt 
Will, their High Mightineſſes in general and 
every particular Province were authorized and 
even obliged in Honour and Conſcience to aſſert 
the Right of their Pupil, and to take care that 
the Demeſns of the late King be kept entire, 
with all the Privileges, Rights and Prerogatives 
belonging to them. That the more they weigh'd 
and examined the Arguments urged by the Zea- 
landers, and by the States of Holland, in order 
to ſupport the former and to juſtify their Conduct, 
the more they appeared 1]|-grounded to them; 


they aſſerted that ſuch Proceedings could not be 


G el. 


(42 ) 
allowed even in an abſolute Monarchy, much 
leſs in a free Commonwealth eſtabliſhed on the 
ſureſt Foundations of Juſtice and Equity. They 
conclude with demanding again moſt earneſtly, 
that this Aﬀair might be examined according to 
the common Courſe of Law, as the States of 
Holland themſelves did in 1704 judge it was fit 
and neceſſary to be done.” | | 
The Cities of Yeere and Fluſhing had concurred 
at firſt with the other Members of the Province of 
Zealand in the Meaſures that were taken to amor- 
tize and ſuppreſs the Marquiſate; they were parti- 
cularly concerned in it, and ſeemed thus to be both 
Judges and Parties in that Diſpute. However, the 
City of Veere came to a more juſt Reſolution at the 
very time that this Affair was moſt warmly deba- 
ted, and ready to be put in execution, ſince the 
States of Zealand had already taken the Reſolution 
to ſuppreſs the Marquiſate, and to depoſit the Sum of 
one hundred thouſand Ryxdollars * to be paid to the 
Perſon to whom the Fief ſhould be adjudged when 
ſuch Perſon ſhould claim it. 

Whether the Magiſtrates of Yeere never thought 
that Things would have been carried ſo far, or 
whether they imagined that the States of Zealand 
would not have proceeded in ſo arbitrary a manner, 
we cannot tell; but it is certain that they open- 
ly oppoſed their Proceedings, and gave their 
Opinion in Writing in a Deed dated June 21, 1723, 
which they charged their Deputies to preſent to 
the Aſſembly of the States of Zealand. Their 
Opinion is well worth to be taken notice of : They 
declare, that the City of Yeere is entirely diſpo- 
* fed to concur with the other Members of the 
* Republic, in order to preſerve the State in its 
pre: ent Conſtitution and Situation; that they had 

* moi 
* A Rx:dullar, or, as the Dutch ſpell it, RyxJoa'der, i: 
worth about a Crown £xr . Mondy. 
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( 43) 
moſt willingly agreed to the Reſolution taken af- 
ter King William's Death to aboliſh the Stadt- 
holderſhip ; and that when by a Declaration of 
their High Mightineſſes ſome Hopes were given 
them of adjuſting in an amicable manner the 
Difference they had with the late King's Heirs, 
and of thus aboliſhing the Marquiſate, either by 
buying 1t off, or by giving ſome other Equivalent 
for it, they wiſhed this might have been done 
with Succeſs, But that ſince the Heirs did abſo- 
lately refuſe to enter into any Agreement about 
it, and the States of Zealand perſiſted in a Reſo- 
lution to appropriate the Marquiſate to them- 
ſelves, they think it their Duty both as being 
perſonally concerned in that Affair, and as Ma- 
giſtrates of a City which is a part of the States of 
the Province, to examine, 1. Whether ſuch a 
Reſolution can be taken according to the Laws 
of the Country: 2. Whether ſuch a Reſolution 
being once taken, it be proper to put it in execu- 
tion: 3. What Good or what Evil might reſult 
from it tothe Commonwealth, and what Advan- 
tages or Inconveniencies might be expected. 

1. With regard to the firſt Queſtion, they ob- 
ſerve that it is the Nature and Intereſt of every 
free State, that all Subjects ſhould quietly enjoy 
their Property; that it muſt be avoided, above 
all things, as much as it is poſſible, to meddle in 
the leaſt with the Eſtates of private Perſons, 
ſince one of the greateſt Advantages Men enjoy 
under a free Government is the ſafe and undiſtur- 
bed poſſeſſion of what is their own, and that the 
contrary of this is the greateſt of all the Inconve- 
niencies which attend an arbitrary Government. 
That it is a fundamental Law of the ſeven Pro- 
vinces, and of the Province of Zealand in parti- 
cular, that no Subject can be moleſted in the Poſſeſ- 


fon of bis Eſtate but by a due Courſe of Law... 
| G 2 That 


em 


1 


+ That they wiſhed that thoſe who voted for the 
* Suppreſſion of the Marquiſate had quoted ſome 
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Inſtances to juſtify a Proceeding, which to them 


ſeemed ſo ſtrange, and ſo inconſiſtent with the 
fundamental Maxims of the State. That the 
Argument which is ſo ſtrongly urged, and which 
is grounded on the Privileges granted to the Ci- 
ties of Veere and Fluſhing in the Year 1574, 
with this Clauſe, that hoſe Cities could not be 
alienated, but ſhould always depend immediately 


from the Earls, ſeemed to them too weak to 


be oppoſed to the Sentence and ſpecial Decree 
by which it was ordered to put thoſe Cities pub- 
lickly to Sale; in conſequence of which, thoſe Ci- 
ties came to be the Property of the Houſe of 
Orange, by a Right of Purchaſe and Contract: 
for, added they, that Clauſe de non alienando 
was grounded only upon the firſt Purchaſe made 
by Philip I. in the Year 1367; and it is plain 
that this Prince had a mind to keep thoſe Cities 
as a particular Demeſn diſtinct from the other 
Cities, which depended from the Earl as their 
Sovereign... And further, that the Town of 
Poartvliet, ſituated in the ſame Province of Zea- 
land, and which enjoyed the ſame Privilege de 
non alienando, had nevertheleſs been fold by 
their Noble Mightineſſes in the Year 1704, to- 
gether with ſome other Lands in the ſame Pro- 
vince... . That therefore it ſeemed very ſtrange 
to them, that a Clauſe annexed to a former Sale 
(which properly ſpeaking never took place, ſince 
the payment was never made) ſhould be urged 
as a ſufficient Argument to make void a ſubſe- 

uent Sale, actually executed and ratified by the 
fa of Ilelland and Zealand, and that the Poſ- 
ſeſſion of an Eſtate ſhould at this time be called 
into queſtion, after the Eſtate had paſſed ſucceſ- 


* ſively, during above an hundred Years, to ſeven 
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(4 
different Perſons, (namely, Villiam I. Maurice, 
Frederic-Henry, William II. William III. Fobn- 
William Friſe, Prince of Friefland, and the pre- 
ſent Prince of Orange), | 
* 2, That it would be a very great Injuſtice to 
execute ſuch a Deſign by a Stretch of Power and 
Authority; but that the Law ſhould be ſuffered 
to have its Courſe. That one may eaſily obſerve 
in all States, and eſpecially in this Republic, par- 
ticularly by what the perpetual Editt occaſioned, 
which was made in the Year 1667, that violent 
Reſolutions ſerve only to exaſperate People's 
Minds, and leave ſuch Impreſſions behind them 
as cannot but cauſe great Diſorders and Commo- 
tions, and give riſe to Parties, which do by 
turns, as each of them come to have the upper 
hand, carry things to dangerous Extremes, 
which tend to the Ruin of the State. 
© 3. As for the Advantages which the Province 
of Zealand and the whole Republic may reap 
from ſuch a Reſolution, they ſee no other Ad- 
vantage in it but that which the States of Zealand 
ſeem to have chiefly in view, which 1s to leflen 
the Credit of the Prince of Orange, and to re- 
move him farther from the Poſt of Stadtholder ; 
that with regard to this particular the City of 
Veere is of the ſame mind with the other Mem- 
bers of the State, and ſhall always willingly 
concur with them to ſuppreſs intirely the Office 
of Stadtholder.... They prove afterwards by the 
very Conſtitution of their Government, and by 
Experience, that it is without reaſon Men imagine 
that their Deputies tothe Aſſembly of the States are 
ſo much influenced by the Authority of the Mar- 
quis, that they are not at liberty to act according 
to the Dictates of their Conſcience, nor to pro- 
ſecute the true Intereſt of the Republick: that 
in this reſpect the Cities of Yeere and Fluſhing 

* were 


* 
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© were as free-as the other Cities of the Provinces 
* and upon the ſame footing ; and that their De- 
puties did no more repreſent the Marquis than 
the Deputies of the other Cities repreſented the 
Earl when there was one, fince the Marquis had 
no Authority but with regard to the civil Go- 
vernment of thoſe Cities, and the Adminiſtra- 
tion of Juſtice ; but as to Politicks, and the In- 
tereſt of the whole Province, thoſe Cities are in 
the ſame Condition with the other Cities of 
Zealand... . That the States of Zealand, by their 
Proceedings towards King Williem's Fleis, 
truck at the Uunion agreed upon in the Year 
1579, and particularly at the 17th Article, by 
which the Parties concerned do ſolemnly engage 
and oblige themſelves not to do the leaſt Injury to 
foreign Princes, nor to the Subjects of the Reprib- 
lic, but to adminifler juſtice to them in the maſt 
impartial manner; ſince in the preſent Caſe they 
ated moſt unjuſtly towards a Prince, who was 
Succeſſor to King William, and even notwith- 
ſtanding the poſitive and ſtrong Repreſentations 
of the Provinces of Gelderland, Friefland and 
Groningen, who demanded, that if the Prince 
was not ſuffered to enjoy the Marquiſate peace- 
ably, the Diſpute might at leaſt be determined 
by the common Courſe of Law... . That the 
Proceedings of the Zealanders could not but oc- 
caſion great Diviſions and Animoſities; that it 
is very imprudent, and againſt all Reaſon and 
Decency, that with a Pretence to prevent a diſ- 
tant Danger, they ſhou!d actually do ſo great a 
Wrong to King William's lawful Heir; and that 
in order to avoid the Troubles which might be 
raiſed by a foreign Prince, to whoſe Share the 
Marquiſate might have fallen, they ſhould raiſe 
preſent Diſturbances and domeſtic Diviſions by 
« ſuch unjuſt Proceedings. They conclude there- 
fore, 
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(47) 
fore, 1. That the Reſolution of ſapprefling 
* the Marquiſate, without the Conſent of the Clai- 
* mants, could not be taken without overthrowin 
* the Laws and Conſtitution of the State, 2. That 
if ſuch a Reſolution ſhould be put in execution 
* by main Force and Authority, even though the 
States of Holland ſhould be Guarantees of that 
* Reſolution, yet it could not be valid, and would 
* be void of courſe at the firſt Revolution that 
* ſhould happen, by which things would be put 
again upon their ancient footing under a more 
* juſt Government. 3. That from ſuch a Reſolu- 
* tion more Inconveniencies and Dangers than real 
* Advantages would accrue to the Public in general, 
and particularly to the two Cities concerned.” 
The other Members of the States of Zealand, 
namely, the Deputies of the five other Cities, ex- 
claimed very much againſt that Declaration of the 
City of Veere. It was drawn up, ſaid they, by 
Perſons who were not well affetted to their Country, 
and had been bribed and corrupted ,, and they decla- 
red that they ſtill perſiſted in their Deſign of ſuppre/- 
ing the Marguiſate. However, they did not dare 
to put it in execution ſo ſoon, the ſtrong Repre- 
ſentations that had been made to them both from 
within and without the Province made them ſuper- 
ſede their Reſolution for a time, though they 
would not drop it. 
$. IV. It was but in the Year 1732 that they 
terminated this Affair. They feared, it ſeems, to 
have too ſtrong a Party to deal with; they waited 
therefore *till the Difference concerning the Succei- 
fion of King William was decided, which was 
done in June 1732, by a Partition- Treaty agreed 
upon between his Majeſty the King of Pruſſia and 
his moſt Serene Highneſs the Prince of Orange and 
Naſſau : by this Treaty the Marquiſate of Heere 
and Fluſhing fell to the Prince of Oranges ſhare. 
3 Oue 


| (48) 
One would think that the Zealanders ſhould now 
have been eaſy 3; they had no longer any reaſon to 
fear any thing; thoſe Cities were not fallen into a 
Foreigner's hands; they were adjudged to a Prince 
who was ſo far from doing any thing that might 
prejudice the State, that on the contrary he would 
be ready to ſpend his Eftate, and even his Blood 
for the preſervation of a Republic, of which one 
of his Anceſtors had laid the Foundation. But all 
this, - inſtead of making the Zealanders alter their 
minds, did only haſten the Execution of their Pro- 
ject. They were fo well acquainted with the Prince 
of Oranges Character, that they had no reaſon to 
fear he would uſe any violent means, or diſturb the 
public Tranquillity, to aſſert his Right, The States 
of Zealand therefore having nothing to dread from 
that Quarter, and making an Advantage of the 
Circumſtances of Affairs, came at laſt to a final 
Reſolution, dated November 17, 1732, and ente- 
red into the Regiſter of the Council ; by which 
they declare, That with the unanimons Conſent of 
© all the Members of the State it was reſolved, 
for the Reaſons ſo often alledged, and by Virtue 
of the Sovereignty and unqueſtionable Power of 
their Noble Mightineſſes, to diſcharge from this 
time and for ever, de jure & de facto, the Cities 
of Veere and Fluſping from all Dependency and 
Feodal Right, and to put them again upon the 
ſame footing with the other Cities of the Pro- 


States: That for the future the ſaid Cities ſhould 


ſubject to the Sovereign Aſſembly of the States 
of the Province ; that the Bayliffs and the other 
Magpiſtrates, the inferior Courts and all the Inha- 
bitants ſhould be diſcharged from all Dependen- 


cy and Obligations, under which they were with 
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* ſhould 


vince who have Votes in the Aſſembly of the 


depend from, and be immediately and directly 


regard to the Marquis. And that the Treafurer 
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c ſhould be authoriſed and commanded by their 
Noble Mightineſſes to lodge in the Bank the 
Sum of one hundred thouſand Rixdollars, to be 
paid as an Equivalent or Indemnifying to the 
« Perſon who ſhould claim the Marquiſate, and be 
found to have a lawful Title to it. In conſe- 
« ce of which, the ſaid Cities are from hence- 
forth and for ever declared provincial Cities, the 
« Magiſtrates are ordered to adminiſter Juftice in 
the Name of the States, and prohibition is made 
to pay for the future any Regard ta the Orders 
or Repreſcutations that might come from the 
Marquis... . That Notice thould be given to the 
Afembly of the States General of the Reſolution 
which their Noble Mightineſſes had taken, and 
of the Reaſons that determined them to it.. That 
it ſhould be declared at the fame time, that in 
caſe the Sum of one hundred thouſand Rixdol- 
lars was judged, by unbiafſed and impartial Ar- 
biters, not to be a ſufficient Equivalent, their 
Noble Mightineſſes were willing to encreaſe it, ſo 
as to make it come up to a proper Equiyalent in 
the Opinion of ſuch Arbiters as could be agreed 
upon by the Parties concerned. Afterwards the 
States of Zealand give thanks to the States of 
Holland for their Support and -Concurrence ; 
© which, ſay they, did not contribute a little to 
< Maften and facilitate the Peſign they had been 
putting in execution.” 

After fo public and fo bold a Step, the Zealanders 
could not be willing to go back. The King of 
Pruffia, though no longer concerned in that Affair, 
wrote nevertheleſs a Letter to the States General, 
dated December 24, 1732, in which he repreſents 
to them the Wrong that was done to the Prince 
of Orange. The Provinces of Gelderland and Frieſ- 
land made alfo freſh Repreſentations upon it in 
the Aſſembly of the States; and the Prince of 
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Orange made loud and heavy Complaints againft 
the Proceedings of the Zealanders: He publiſhed 
a Manifeſto or authentic Proteſt, dated January 10, 
1733, which he addreſſed to the States General of 
the United Provinces, as the only proper Judges 
in that Caſe, and in which he refutes in a ſhort but 
ſolid manner all the Arguments that were urged to 
juſtify the Conduct of the Zealanders towards him, 
and ſhews that they cannot alledge one ſingle In- 
ſtance of ſuch Proceedings. It is a thing unheard 
of, ſays he, that in the Republic of the ſeven Pro- 
vinces, or in any particular Province, a Subject was 
ever deprived of his Anceſtors Inheritance without 
gny Neceſſity, without any Form of Law, and only 
by a mere Stretch of Sovereign Power, which is as 
aeſpotic a Proceeding as any that can be met with in 
the moſt abſolute Monarchies. . ., But all this proved 
ineffectual, and things have remained upon the 
ſame footing *till this Time.“ 


CHAPTER: III. 


An Examination of the Reaſons urged by 
the Zealanders 2 juſtify their Conduct. 


Hough the Zealanders had acted in a very 

deſpotic manner, making very little account 
either of the Rules of Juſtice or of the Oppoſitions 
of the Claimants, and of three of the United 
Provinces ; yet they were ſenſible that ſuch unjuſt 
and arbitrary Proceedings towards a Prince, for 
whom even the worſt-affeted to the Common- 
wealth could not but have a very great Eſteem and 
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Veneration, would not fail to exaſperate the Public 
againſt them; they thought it proper therefore to vin- 
dicate their Conduct. They publiſhed a Manifeſto, 
in which they declare, That the States of Zea- 
land, being the only Sovereign of their Province, 
and inveſted with an abſolute and unbounded 
Authority, they were not obliged to give an ac- 
count of their Conduct, and of the Adminiſtra- 
tion of what related to the Government of their 
Province to any, but to God alone, Yet as that 
Affair had made a great Noiſe in the World, 
and as {ome Perſons had endeavoured to put 
an odious conſtruction upon their Conduct, the 
ſaid S ates, ior cheir own ſatisfaction, out of com- 
phiancs for the Public, and in order to unde- 
nule who might have been impoſed up- 

dre willing to declare the Reaſons, which 
-mined them to act as they had done, that 
net only their Friends an! ies, but alſo the 
Public, and the whole id might be able to 
judge of the Equity” u Juſtice of their Inten- 
tions and Conduct. The Zealanders give a very 
particular Account of all that relates to the Ac- 
quiſition ot, and the Rights belonging to the Mar- 
quiſate of Veere and Fluſhing. That the Reader 
may be better able to judge of that Diſpute, I ſhall 
bring under two Heads the Arguments they urge 
to juſtify their Proceedings, and the Anſwers which 
the Prince of Orange' made to them. I. Some of 
thoſe Arguments relate to the main Point of the 
Matter in diſpute, namely the Title, by which 
the Houſe ot Orange poſſeſſed the Marquiſate; J 
mean the Purchaſe made in the Year 1581, in which 
the Zealanders pretend to find ſeveral Nullities or 
Errors, which render the Bargain void. II. The 
ether Arguments are borrowed from the Right of 
H 2 Sovereignty 


* Manif. of the Zealanders, pag. 29, 30. 
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Sovereignty, or the Power which the States of Zea- 
land have, by virtue of their Dominium eminens, 
or High Demeſn, to deprive a Subject of any Fief, 
Eſtate, or Prerogative whatſoever, when the Good 

of the Republick requires it. 
I. The Princes of Orange, ſay the Zealanders 
in their Manifeſto, have had but a precarious Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Marquiſate of Veere and Fluſhing, 
the Purchaſe of it was procured by indire& means, 
managed and directed underhand by Prince Mil- 
liam I. againſt all manner of Right and Juſtice, 
which renders the Acquiſition of thoſe Cities en- 
tirely void and null. It is void alſo, becauſe 
it was againſt the Privileges granted to them by 
Philip II. and William IJ. But the Credit which 
the Princes of Orange have at all times had in 
the Republic, was the Reaſon why they conti- 
nued during ſo many Years to poſſeſs peaceably 
an ill-gotten Eſtate, Yet the Zealanders never 
approved that Poſſeſſion, nor could the Houſe 
of Orange ever acquire by that long Poſſeſſion 
a Right of Preſcription 3 on the contrary, it is 
always lawful for the States of Zealand, as the 
only Sovereign, to trace that Poſſeſſion up to its 
very beginning, to examine by what Title it is 
claim'd, and to aſſert their Right at ſuch a Time, 
and in ſuch Circumſtances, as they think proper.” 
1. ihe Zealanders ſpend above half their Ma- 
nifetto in ſhewing the Nullities or Errors which 
were in the Sale of the Cities of Veere and Huſb- 
ing, made in the Year 1581. It was never heard, 
* fay they among other things, that ſuch conſi- 
« derable Cities as Yeere and Fluſhing, ſhould be 
ordered and decreed to be ſold for a Debt of but 
738 Guilders, to which amounted the whole Claim 
of thoſe who petitioned to have them put to 
Sale, and be ſold for fo ſmal! a Sum as that 
which the Prince of Orange paid for them, a Sum 
1 c by 
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* by no means proportionable to the real Value 
and Importance of thoſe Cities. This ſhews plain- 
ly enough, that the whole Affair was under the 
Prince's Direction, who was determined to make 
himſelf Maſter of the Marquiſate at any rate. 
Now ought not a Bargain to be reckoned void and 
null, when there is ſo little proportion between 
the thing ſold, and the Price that is paid for 
it; and when it appears, that it is a concerted 
Buſineſs, carried on and tranſatted by dint of Au- 
thority, rather than according to the due Forms 
* of Law? We have already examined and con- 
futed thoſe Arguments, and others of the ſame 
kind in the firſt Chapter, F. III. to which we re- 
fer the Reader. We ſhall only obſerve here, that 
the Manifeſto of the Zealanders 1s a mere Decla- 
mation, in which the Reader is continually miſled, 
the Author of it confining himſelf to general Ob- 
ſervations, which are to no purpoſe for determin- 
ing the main Point, or to ſome Particulars, which 
do not affect the Queſtion in Debate. For Inſtance, 
the Queſtion is not, whether the Marquiſate of 
Veere and Fluſhing be, or be not, a very conſiderable 
Fief, and of great Importance to the Province of 
Zealand; all the World agrees it is: and if it were 
not, the Zealanders would not take ſo much care 
to poſſeſs themſelves of it, though unjuſtly, nor 
would the Prince of Orange make ſo many Ob- 
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jections againſt giving it up for a reaſonable Equi- 


valent. Nor is it the Queſtion in Debate, whe- 
ther or not the Price which William I. paid for 
it, was anſwerable to the real Value of the Fief, 
though the Zealanders inſiſt very much upon this; 
it is enough that the Prince was the higheſt Bid- 
der, and the Fief was adjudged to him in a ju- 
ridical manner. Though he had given but half 
the Sum he paid, the Purchaſe would have been 
nevertheleſs equally lawful, eſpecially at a time 

when 
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when few Perſons would have cared to pay ſuch 
a Sum for a precarious Eftate, the Commonwealth 
being then ſtill in a kind of a Criſis. And though 
the Creditors, who preſented a Petition to get an 
Order for the Sale of the Marquiſate had but 
inconſiderable Claims, what does that ſignify? They 
were not the only Creditors ; and beſides, have not 
thoſe to whom a ſmall Sum is owed, as much 
right to petition for Payment, as thoſe whoſe De- 
mand is more conſiderable ? And further, all the 
Debts, for which the Fief was mortgaged, amounted 
together to three times the Sum which the Prince 
paid for it. Where then are the pretended Nul- 
lities which make the Purchaſe void ? The Sale 
was made publickly, according to all the Forms 
of Law; the States of Holland have not only ap- 
proved it, but have alſo aſſiſted the Prince of O- 
range in the buying of the Marquiſate: The States 
of Zealand have made no Oppoſitions againſt it, 
they have even acknowledged inc Prince as the 
lawful Poſleflor of the Marquiſate. Is it time o 
to look for Errors and Nullities, which were not 
perceived nor obſerved during above an hundred 
Years ? | 

2. Suppoſing then, that the Cities of Veere and 
Fluſping were fold according to the due Forms 
of Law, and that the Prince of Orange purchaſed 
them lawfully, yet the States of Zealand pretend, 


that as they repreſent the Sovereign, they have a. 


Right to redeem them. They ground that Right 
upon the Edict of Philip II. King of Spain, and 
the laſt Earl of Zealand, to whom they have ſuc- 
ceeded; it is ordered by that Edict, That thoſe 
Cities ſhall be redcemable by the Sovereign, by re- 
imburſing the Sum paid fer them. But Mary of 
Burgunay had ordered it otherwiſe ; ſhe had de- 
clared, that the Cities of Veere and Fluſhing ſhould 
be @ feminine Fief, which ſhould remain ſo for ever ; 
and 
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and ſhe revoked and annulled the Clauſe of Phi. 
lip the Debonnair, by which thoſe Cities were re- 
deemable by the Sovereign. So that the King of 
Spain could not lawfully make any Alteration there- 
in; and if he did it, it was only by Virtue of an 
abſolute and unjuſt Authority. Here follows an 
Inſtance very near of the ſame nature. The Cit 
and Lordſhip of Grave, and the Manor of Cuyk, 
were mortgaged by the ſame Philip II. in the 
Year 1558, for a Sum of Money to the Prince of 
Orange, William I. to be held by him, with the 
ſame Rights and Privileges, which Charles V. and 
Philip II. himſelf had enjoyed, till that Sum was 
reimburſed. Afterwards the States General of the 
United Provinces, in order to reward the Services 
which Prince Maurice had done to his Country, 
confirmed the Poſſeſſion of Grave and Cuyk to him 
and his Heirs for ever, annulled the Clauſe by which 
that Lordſhip was declared redeemable, and made 
it a feminine Fief, to be held of the States Gene- 
ral. How important ſoever the City of Grave may 
be with regard to Dutch Brabant, and the Unit- 
ed Provinces, yet the States General never diſpu- 
ted the Prince of Orange's Title to it ; they never 
claimed a Right to redeem that City, which they 
were formerly in poſſeſſion of, and which they 
have yielded up. It would be certainly much more 
to the honour of the Zealanders, if they were to 
tollow that Example, rather than take an Advan- 
tage of the Orders and Conduct of a Prince of 
Philip the Second's Character, whom no Sovereign 
would think it very glorious to take for the Mo- 
del of his Conduct, and whoſe Name is ti}! juſt'y 
abhorred in a Commonwealth, to which his '{'yra: - 
ny gave riſe. And yet the Zealanders »v 2 
very much in their Manifeſto vpon 2 
Proceedings with regard to the © | 
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Year 1567, and pretend to make them a Prece- 
dent for annulling the Sale made 1n 1581. 

3. Another Error or Nullity they obſerve in 
that laſt Sale is, that the Cities of Veere and Fluſb- 
ing were declared to be Provincial and Unalien- 
able Cities, in the Years 1567 and 1574*. How 
then, ſay they, could they be put to Sale, and gi- 
wen tp to a particular Lord? Is not that Sale void 
by the preceding Decrees both of Philip II. and Wil- 
liam I.? It appears that the States of Holland, and 
thoſe of Zealand, were not then of that Opinion, 
fince notwithſtanding the Privileges granted to 
thoſe Cities, they put them to Sale. And it is to 
be obſerved, that in the Manite#Fo of the Zea- 
landers, page 11, and 12, where they have collected 
together all that they could meet with, concern- 
ing the Objections made by the States of Zea- 
land againft the Sale of 1581, there is not the 
leaſt mention made of the Clauſe de nan alienando. 
Now if that Province had been ferioufly reſolved 
to prevent the Sale of the two Cities, and if the 
Decrees de non alienando had been really ſo great 
an Obſtacle againſt that Sale, as is pretended at 
preſent, is it any ways probable, that the Zealan- 
ders would not have mentioned it then? And yet 
they were perfectly ſilent about it. 


4. But, add they , Did it become the Prince of 


Orange, or was it lawful for him, as Stadtholder 


of Zealand, to buy in that Province ſuch Cities as 


have a Right to ſend Members to the States? Was 
not this againſt the Laws of Zealand ? This does 
not appear; nor do the Zealanders bring any Ar- 
gument to prove it. The Province of Friefland, 
has indeed thought it proper to make a Law; by 
which it is enacted, that the Lords Stadtholders 


of that Province, ſhall not be ſuffered to be poſ- 


feſſed 


* See above pag. 16. + Manif. pag. 23. 
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ſeſſed of any. Manor or Lordſhip, which has a Right 
to ſend Deputies to the States of the ſaid Province, 
But this is a Law peculiar to Friefland. The Zea- 
landers have alſo a Right to make ſuch a Law; 
but then it could never have a retroactive force. 
But what is very ſurprizing is, that becauſe, as 
they pretend, it is not proper that a Stadtholder | 
ſhould be in poſſeſſion of any City which ſends 
Members to the States, the Zealanders would de- 
prive the preſent Prince of Orange, who is no 
Stadtholder of their Province, of a Fief, which 
has been peaceably enjoyed by all the Princes of 
Orange, his Predeceſſors, who really were Stadt- 
holders of Zealand. 

II. The Zealanaers themſelves are ſo ſenſible of 
the weakneſs of their Arguments, that they ſoon 
ſhelter themſelves behind their Dominium eminens, 
or Sovereign Power. * All that has been obſerved 
above, ſay they *, concerning the Flaws and Er- 
rors Which are in the Sale of the Cities of Veere 
and Fluſbing, has been urged with no other De- 
* ſign, but to ſhew, that the States of Zealand might 
produce many ſufficient and ſtrong Arguments 
to get the laſt Sale declared void and null, 
the uſual Courſe of Law, if that were OE. 
* ry. Butas their Noble Mightineſſes are ut oblig- 
ed, and do not deſign to proceed in that Affair ac- 
* cording to the common Courſe of Law, they have urg- 
ed the foregoing Arguments, in order only to con- 
« vince the World, that they have ſufficient Rea- 
ſons, and are even under an Obligation, to exert 
their Dominium eminens, by annulling and fup- 
* preſſing the Marquiſate. They obſerve after- 
wards, that it is the Sovereign's Buſineſs and Right 
to judge in what Cates be ought to exert his Su- 
preme Authority over the gubſects and their Pro— 
perties and Eſtates; that the preſent Caſe is evi- 

Mani. pag. 27. 
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dently one of thoſe ; and that it is znconfiſtent with 
the fundamental Conſtitution of Zealand, that Cities 
which have Votes in the Aſſembly of the States 
of the Province, ſhould be under the Vaſſalage of 
a Subject of the ſame Province; that it is of a 
moſt dangerous Conſequence, that a private Per- 
ſon ſhould be in poſſeſſion of ſuch important Ci- 
ties, which by Marriage, or by ſome other Means 
might fall into the hands of Perſons, either diſ- 
affected to the Commonwealth, or at leaſt ſuſpected 
of ſome ill deſign. That in this Caſe therefore, 
the States of Zealand have a Right, and are even 
obliged to a& as Sovereigns, and to exert their 
Authority by ſuppreſſing that Fief, and giving a 
reaſonable Equivalent to the Proprietor. 

1, The States of Zealand pretend, That being the 
Sovereign, they have as ſuch an abſolute Authority 
over the Property, as well as over the Perſons of 
their Subfects; and that by Virtue of their Domini- 
um eminens, they can diſpoſe of the Eftates and Lands 
fituated in their Province,. according as the Caſes 
require, of which they alone are the proper Judges. 
[t is certain, that the Sovereign has an Authority 
over the Subjects and their Eſtates ; but it is only, 
ut ſuum quiſque teneat, neque de bonis privatorum 
fiat diminutio; to the end that Juſtice be done, 
and that every Subject be protected in the poſ- 


ſeſſion of what he has lawfully acquired, whether 


he got his Eſtate by his own Labour and Induſ- 
try, or by Inheritance, or by a Contract with the 


| Sovereign. This laſt is the Caſe of Yeere and Fluſ- 


ing, which Philip the Debonnair has yielded by 
Contract to the Houſe of Borſele, which Contract 
was confirmed by Mary of Burgundy, Sc. Now 
no Man, I prefume, will aſſert, that a Sovereign is 
not obliged to perform the Conditions, and keep 
the Terms of a Contract in which he was a Par- 
ty concerned, as well as a Subject; and not only 
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the Sovereign himſelf, but alſo all his Heirs and 
Succeſſors; otherwiſe good Faith and Honeſty would 
be baniſhed from among Mankind, and there would 
be no Security in treating with the Sovereign. I: 
is certain, ſays Grotius *®, That he, who is uni- 
verſal Heir, both to the Crown and to the whole 
© Effate of a deceaſed King, is bound to perform 
© all his Promiſes, and the Conditions of all his Con- 
tracts.“ Whence it follows, that the States of Zea- 
land, who have ſucceeded the Earls, are obliged 
to keep the Articles agreed upon by their Prede- 
ceſſors, ſuch as were Philip the Debonnair, Mary of 
Burgundy, and the Emperor Charles V. and con- 
ſequently to leave the Marquiſate upon the ſame 
footing, as it was in the Time of thoſe Princes. 
The States of Zealand, though Sovercigns, have 
not the Power to alter any thing in that reſpec, 
without a lawful Cauſe ; their Dominium eminens. 
on which they infiſt ſo much, does not extend 
ſo far, 

Puffendorf tells us wherein that Dominium emi- 
nens conſiſts. © It is, ſays he r, a Maxim of na- 
tural Equity, that when there is occaſion to pro- 
vide what is neceſſary to the maintaining and ſup- 
porting any thing which is common to many 
Perſons, every one ought to contribute towards 
it proportionably to the Share he has in the W hole, 
ſo that no one be conſiderably oyerburthened, in 
compariſon to the others: But, as it happens 
« ſometimes, either that the Neceſſities of the State 
are ſo urgent, that 1t 1s not poſſible to raiſe every 
one's Quota, or that the Public has occaſion for 
ſome particular things which belong to a private 
Man, in thoſe Caſes the Sovereign may make 
uſe of his Supreme Power; provided the Pro. 

L 2 * prietorg 
De jure Belli & Pacis, Ib. ii. cap. xix. & 10. 
4 Puttend. de Jure Naturæ et Gentium, 446. viii. cap. v. 5 . 
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prietars be indemnified by the other Subjects 
of what they pay, or give up above their We 
ta, For inſtance, when a Town is to be for- 
tified, one may take the Lands, Gardens, Seats, 
or Houſes belonging to private Perſons, and 
ſituated on the Spots where Ditches, Bulwarks, 
Baſtions, or ſome other Works are to be made. 
In a Siege the Houſes, Trees, &c. of private 
Perſons are pulled down, if it appears that they 
would be troubleſome, or that the Enemy might 
make ſome advantage of them.“ (The ſame 
may be ſaid of putting a Country under water, 
to prevent the Enemy's advancing into it, of rai- 
ſing Moles, Sc.) fo that the Dominium eminens 
cannot be lawfully exerted, but in a caſe of Ne- 
ceſſity. Whereupon a Commentator on Grotius 
obſerves *, that there are ſeveral Degrees in that 
Neceſſity, and that it need not always be extreme. 
< However, it muſt not be extended too far, and 
the Privileges of it ſhould be regulated by the Rules 
of Equity, as much as it is poſſible. Upon the 
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whole, it is but juſt, that they who have ſpent 
cr ſacrificed their own for the public good, be 
indemnified by the State.“ What Grotius ob- 
ſerves, is to the ſame purpoſe. * When the Sub- 
« jets, ſays he , have acquired a certain Right, 
or Title, the King can deprive them of it two 
ways, either by way of Puniſhment, or by virtue 
* of his Dominium eminens; provided he do not 
* exert that Dominium, or ſovereign Authority, but 
* when the public good requires it; and even in 
that Cafe, he, who loſt what was his own, muſt, 
if it can be done, receive an Equivalent out 
of the public Treaſure. 5 
It follows therefore from thence, that the Sove- 
reign cannot lawfully deprive a Subject of his Pro- 
perty 
* Boecler. in Grotium, J“. 1. cap. i. F. 6. 
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erty, nor of his Right, but when .the public 
Good requires it, and that even in ſuch a Caſe a pro- 


per Equivalent ought to be given to the Subject. 


But are theſe two Conditions to be met with in the 
Suppreſſion of the Marquiſate of Yeere ? What 
Benefit, what Advantage does the Public reap 
from it? Is the State threatned with ſome imminent 
Danger? Is the Province of Zealand in another 
Situation than it has been in theſe hundred Years 
and above? Where 1s then at this Time the urgent 
Neceſſity of exerting the Dominium emineus, by ſu 
preſſing a Fief, which had been ſeveral Centuries 
in being? But further, is the Sum of one hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns, which the Zealanders offer 
as an Equivalent to the Prince of Orange, a ſuffi- 
cient Compenſation for the Loſs of ſo conſiderable 
a Fief? But there is no occaſion to examine what 
Equivalent would be proper; the Prince demands 
none, having no mind to give up the Marquiſate, 
unleſs the public Ggpd ſhould require it from him. 
The Queſtion therefore is, what Advantage can 
accrue to the State from the Suppreſiion of it, and 
what thoſe Caſes of Neceſſity are which determine 
the Zealanders to ſuppreſs it. a 
2, It is, fay they, the maintaining, or rather, 
reſtoring the original Conſtitution of the State. 
It is inconſiſtent with the Conſtitution of Zealand, 
that a City which ſends Deputics to the Aſſembly 
of the States, and has conſequently a ſhare in the 
Sovereignty, ſhould at the ſame time be in the 
Vaſſalage of a particular Lord, who is himſelf 
a Subject of the Republic. This appears by the 
Caſe of the City of Tolen, which in the Year 
1520 was mortgaged by Charles V. to Anthony 
of Glimes, Lord of Berpgen-op-Zccin, for a Sum 
of Money. That City loſt thereby the Right of 
ſending Members to the States of the Province, 
and did not recover that Right 'cill the Year 
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* 1524, when the Sum for which it had been 
© mortgaged was reimburſed.” - 
But, in the firſt place, that Reaſon might have 
been urged an hundred Years ago as well as at pre- 
ſent; and yet neither the Hollanders nor the Zea- 
landers did then think this was an Objection againſt 
the purchaſing of Veere and Fluſhing, ſince they 
ſuffered thoſe Cities to be ſold, notwithſtanding 
the Privileges which had been granted to them. 
And what 1s more ſtill, the Zealanders relate in 
their Manifeſto*®, as we have obſerved above, all 
the Arguments which were urged by their Province 
in the Year 1581, to ſuſpend the Sale of theſe Ci- 
ties; and yet no mention is made among thoſe Ar- 
rm = of that pretended [nconfiftency, which is 
o much inſiſted upon at preſent: which ſhews 
that the Zealanders had not then the ſame Notions 
of it they have at this time, | 
Secondly, How is it poſſible that the Marquiſate 
of Veere ſhould be inconſiſtent with the original 
Conſtitution of the Commonwealth, fince it was in 
being both before and after the Commonwealth was 
eſtabliſhed, and has always continued upon the ſame 
footing ? The Cities of Yeere and Fluſhing obtained 
in the Year 1574 the Right of ſending Members 
to the Aſſembly of the States; and yet the 
Marquiſate was not aboliſhed for all that, as we 
have ſeen above, and the United Provinces did 
not take the Form of a Republic *till the Year 
1579, when the Union was concluded at Utrecht ; 
and the Prince of Orange bought the Marquiſate in 
the Year 1581, that is to ſay, at a time when 
the Republic was but juſt eſtabliſhed, and not yet 
thoroughly ſettled. Whence it follows, that the 
Cities of Veere and Fluſhing were a Fief held of the 
Prince of Orange from the very beginning of the 
Republic, which therefore cannot be ſaid to be 
in 
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inconſiſtent, with the primitive Conſtitution * that 
fame Republic. 

T, irdh, Though the City of Tolen was not ſuf- | 
fered to ſend Deputic to the Aſſembly of the 
States, for no other Reaſon but becauſe it was for 
ſome time mortgaged to the Lord of Bergen. op- 
Zoom; yet it does not follow from that 8 
that the Zealanders have a Right to deprive the 
Prince of Orange from the Marquiſate of Veere 
and Fluſhing. The Lord of Bergen-op-Zoom's Ti- 
tle to the City of Tolen was not called into queſ- 
tion; that City was only deprived of the Right to 
ſend Deputies to the States of the Province, Charles 
V. did indeed pay by degrees the Sum for which 
the City of Tolen was mortgaged, ſo that it was at 
laſt made free of all Dependency : The Zealanders 
would at this time do the ſame, and give to the 
Prince of Orange even a greater Sum than what 
was paid for the Cities of Yeere and Fluſbing. But 
this is a quite different Caſe. The City of Tolen 
was mortgaged only 'till the Sum that had been gi- 
ven for it was reimburſed: it was redeemable at 
any time. Whereas Veere and Fluſhing have been 
declared a perpetual Fief, and the Chaſe by which 
they were made redeemable has been 1 as 
we have proved above. Beſides, if any thing was 
to be inferred from the Caſe of Tolen, it would be 
this, vz. that the Cities of Yeere and Fluſhing be- 
ing held of a private Perſon, they ought to loſe 
their Right of ſending Deputics to the States of 
the Province. But then this would be no longer 
a Controverſy relating to the Prince of Orange, or 
the Marquis: it would be only a Diſpute between 
thoſe two Cities and the States of Zealand, 

But, in the fourth place, it is fo far from being a 
fundamental Maxim of the United Provinces, that 
a City held of a private Perſon cannot fend Deputies 
to the States of a Province, that even the Province 
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of Holland, whoſe Laws have always been very 


much of the ſame nature with thoſe of Zealand, 
affords ſeveral Inſtances to the contrary. Purme- 
rent, a City of North-Holland, belonged to the 
Houſe of Egmond till the Year 1590, when the 
laſt Perſon of that Houſe being killed, the States 
of Holland and Weſt- Friefland bought that City: 
and yet it had already enjoyed a long time the Pri- 
vilege of ſending Deputies to the States of that 
Province. The City of Bergen-op-Zoom, which 
belongs now to the Prince of Sultzbach, and was 
erected into a Marquiſate by Charles V. was one 
of the firſt that entered into the Union of Utrecht, 
and did for many Years ſend Deputies to the Aſ- 
ſembly of the States General; but ceaſed to do it 
only out of a miſtaken Savingneſs, for which ſhe 
has repented too late. The City of Geertruyden- 
berg, which belongs to the Prince of Orange, had 
alſo formerly the Privilege to ſend Deputies to vote 
in the Aſſembly of the States of Holland: her De- 
puties appeared there ſtill in the Year 1381, and it 
was only out of Savingneſs ſhe loſt ſo conſiderable 
a Privilege, having defired herſelf to be excuſed 
from ſending her Deputies to the States. It was 
therefore by their own Good-will, and not by main 
Force, that the two laſt-mentioned Cities loſt their 
Right of ſending Members to the Aſſembly of the 
States of their Province; they would enjoy it ſtill, 
if they had not given it up of their own accord. 
And have not the Cities of Heere and Fluſhing en- 
joyed that Right from the firſt Settlement of the 
Republic, without the leaſt intermiſſion? And 
does not this prove moſt evidently that ſuch a Pri- 
vilege is by no means inconſiſtent with the funda- 
mental Maxims and primitive Conſtitution of 

Zealand? 
3. Another Argument which the States of Zea- 
land urge to exert their Dominium eminens, or ſove- 
reign 
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reign Power, by ſuppreſſing the Marquiſate, iss 
the Freedom and Independency which ought to 
be enjoyed by all the Deputies to the Aſſembly of 
the States of their Province, who are a Part of 
the Sovereignty. Now the Cities of Yeere and 
Fluſhing, ſay they, do not enjoy that Indepen- 
dency and Freedom ; for as the Magiſtrates of 
thoſe Cities are appointed by the Marquis, they 
are under his immediate Influence, nor can they 
act in the Aſſembly of the States but by his Au- 
thority and Direction. So that the Marquis, 
who as Firſt Nobleman has already one Vote out 
of ſeven in the Aſſembly of the States, and who 
can beſides command the Votes of the Cities of 
Veere and Fluſhing, has thereby almoſt as much 
Credit alone as all the reſt of the whole Pro- 
vince; Which cannot but be of a dangerous Con- 
ſequence, and ſeems inconſiſtent with the Conſti- 
tution of a free Commonwealth.“ 
It is certain that the Marquis of Yeere and Fluſh - 
71g cannot but have a very great Credit in the Pro- 
vince of Zealand, as being Lord of thoſe two Ci- 
ties, and Firſt Nobleman of the Land. Theſe are, 
no doubt, very great Prerogatives: But yet it muſt 
not be imagined that his Authority is ſo conſide- 
rable as the Zealanders would have us believe. As 
to the Influence he has over the Magiſtrates of 
Veere and Fluſhing, the beſt Method to judge of it 
is by confidering what the former of thoſe Cities 
obſerves upon that Subject in the Repreſentation 
mentioned above, wherein the Citizens of Veere do 
expreſsly declare, that * the Marquis has no Au- 
« thority but with regard to the civil Government 
of thoſe Cities, and the Adminiſtration of Juſ- 
tic; and that the Magiſtrates when they ſend 
Deputies, or are ſent themſelves, enjoy the ſame 
Liberty and Independency which the Deputies of 
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© the other Cities enjoy.” And indeed at the ſame 
time that the Citizens of Veere object againſt the 


Proceedings of the States of Zealand with regard 
to the ſuppreſſing of the Marquiſate, they do on 


the other hand heartily concur with the ſame States 


for aboliſhing the Stadtholderſhip, which is a Proof 
of their Freedom and Independency. When it 
was debated in the Year 1584 in the Aſſembly of 
the States of Holland and Zealand, whether or not 
they ſhould preſent William I. Prince of Orange, 
with the Sovereignty of their Provinces, and give 
him the Title of Earl of Holland and Zealand, the 
Cities of Middleburgb and Goes oppoſed the Mo- 
tion very ſtrongly ; the City of Yeere entered into 
the ſame Meaſures with them, and urged very 
ſtrong Arguments againſt ſuch a Deſign. The Ci- 
ties of Yeere and Fluſhing have acted on other Oc- 
caſions with the ſame Liberty; and therefore, 
though the Magiſtrates of theſe Cities be appoin- 
ted by the Marquis, yet 1t does not follow from 
thence that he can make them vote as he pleaſes, 
and influence by their means the Deliberations of 
the Province; nor that his Authority is ſo great as 
to prove dangerous to the State, 

But inſtead of keeping to mere Generals, and 
barely hinting that the Credit of the Marquis 
might be detrimental to the Republic, had not the 
Zealanders done better, to ſhew that his Authority 
has really been ſo*till this time? If it be fo dange- 
rous, is it poſſible that not one ſingle Inſtance could 
be produced of ſome harm it has done to the State 
during above an hundred and twenty Years that 
thoſe Cities have been in the Poſſeſſion of the Prin- 
ces of Orange? And if there was any ſuch Inſtance, 
would the Zealanders have neglected to urge it, 
ſince they do not much ſpare the Memory of the 
Great Prince who was the Founder of the Repub— 
lic? Have ever the Princes of Orange made an ill 
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uſe of the Privileges and Power they had as Mar- 
quiſſes of Yeere? Have they ever propoſed, or 
made any thing pals in the Afﬀembly of the States, 
that was againſt the true Intereſt of Zealand? Have 
not, on the contrary, the Princes of that illuſtrious 
Houſe ſpent their Eſtates, and even their Blood, 
to ſupport the Commonwealth which they had 
founded and eſtabliſhed by their Prudence and Cou- 
rage? Cannot the ſame be ſaid alſo of the illuſ- 
trious Houſe of Naſſau-Die!z? And has the State 
any thing more to fear from the preſent Prince of 
Orange than it had from all his glorious Predeceſ- 
ſors? The Zealanders themſelves acknowledge in 
their Manifeſto *, that there is no danger or fear 
from the Princes of Naſſau-Dietz, whoſe Zeal for the 
Proteſtant Religion and Love for the United Provin- 
ces are known to all the World, So that when they 
inſiſt upon the bad Conſequences with which the Mar- 
guiſate of Veere might be attended in Zealand, it is 
only upon the account of the Danger there is, leſt 
that Fief ſhould come into the Poſſeſſion of a foreign 
Family, which might be of a different Religion, and 
whoſe Intereſt might be inconſiſtent with the Welfare 
of Zealand. This is another Argument they urge 
tor exerting their Dominium eminens by ſuppreſſing 
the Marquilate. \ or 
4. lt is very much to be feared, ſay they, left 
the Cities of Veere and Fluſhing being a feminine 
Fief, ſhould by Marriage go to ſome foreign Fa- 
mily, which could not but be of 2 moſt dangerous 
Conſequence to Zealand, where thoſe Cities alone 
make up almott a third Part of the Sovereignty, 
Now that this may eaſily happen, appears plainiy 
from what has happened already; for that Fief 
has paſt from the Houſe of Borſels to that of 
Burgundy, and from this to the Family of Naſſau- 
Orange. But indeed it could never fall into bet- 
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ter Hands; the Zealanders themſelves will readily 
confeſs it. They urge alſo in their Manifeſto a do- 
meſtic Inſtance, viz, that of the City of Tolen, 
* which with Gauda and Schoon boden, Cities of South- 
Holland, were given by Count William, ſurnamed 
the Good, as an Appennage to his Brother John. 


Count John died in the Year 1356, leaving but 
one Daughter, who marrying Lewis of Chatil- 
lon Count of Blois, made thoſe Cities of Holland 
and Zealand come to a foreign Family, who was 
ſubject to France. They continued in that Fa- 
mily 'till the Death of Cuien of Blois the laſt of 
it, who leaving no Iſſue behind him, thoſe Cities 
came again into the Poſſeſſion of the Earls of 
their reſpective Provinces.” 

It is plain enough indeed, that a feminine Fief 
may eaſily come to a foreign Family; there is no 
occaſion to quote many Inſtances in order to prove 
it. But I cannot gueſs to what purpoſe the Zealan- 
ders urge * © the Caſe of the ſeventeen Provinces, 
« which, by Marriage paſſed from the Houſe of 
Hainault + into that of Bavaria, and then into 
that of Burgundy, and finally into that of Auſtria ; 
ſo that a Prince of this laſt Family, who was a 
perfect Stranger with regard to the Low-Coun- 
tries, and born in Spain, where he had Jearnt 
fach Maxims as were inconſiſtent with the Liber- 
ty of thole Countries, came to be poſſeſſed of 
them, and governed them with ſuch an inſuffer- 
able Tyranny, that the Inhabitants were forced 
to take up Arms in order to defend their Lews 
and Privileges, to ſhake off the unſufferablc 
Yoke, and to erect themſelves into a Common— 
wealth, which was at laſt happily executed by the 
Bleſſing of God.“ But to what purpoſe is that 
Inſtance quoted? Is it with a deſign to ſhew the 
dangerous Conſequences which attend a Sovereign- 
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ty to which the Women may ſucceed? But would 
it therefore be lawful for the Subjects to deprive 
their Sovereign of his Power and Authority, in 
order to prevent a diſtant Danger ? This is what 
no Man will dare to maintain. What Connexion 
is there then between the Revolution which happe- 
ned in the Low-Countries, and the Caſe of the Mar- 
quiſate of Veere and Fluſhing * 

The Inſtance of Tolen and Gauda is nothing more 
to the purpoſe, and by no means proper to juſtity 
the Proceedings of the Zealanders, For though 
thoſe Cities were come into a foreign Family, did 
the Sovereign think it lawful to deprive that Fa- 
mily of thoſe Cities, and to give an Equivalent 
for them, which at that time would have been but 
trifling, ſince Count William had given thoſe Ci- 
ties for nothing ? It ſeems alſo, that the Sovereign 
might have chimed them by his own Right : Yer 
he did not think he could do it with Juſtice ; he 
waited til} that Family was extin&, at which time 
thoſe Cities came of courſe to be reunited with 
their reſpective Provinces. And beſides, what great 
Inconveniences did the Province of Zealand ſuffer 
from the City of Toleu's belonging to a foreign 
Lord ? 

However, we ſhall eaſily grant, that it would 
be dangerous for that Province, if the Marquiſate 
of Veere and Flaſhing ſhould ever fall into the hands 
of a Prince, who ſhould be an Enemy, or even 
2 Stranger to the Commonwealth, But is this the 
Caſe at preſent? The Prince of Orange is the Per- 
fon with whom the Zealan ers have to deal; and 
they ought to prove that there is any thing to 
tear from him, inſtead of doing him an injuſtice at 
preſent, with a pretence to prevent a future, and 
perhaps imaginary Danger. When the Dinger will 
be at hand, the Zealangers ſhall have time enough 
2 act as they da at preſent, And fince they are 


0 be. 


| 
1 
4 


A 
— — 0 


_ 
- 

as — 
rr : . 


(709) 

Sovereigns at home, and anſwerable for their Con- 
duct to God alone, (as they expreſs themſelves) ſhall 
not they have always a Power to execute in a Caſe 
of real Neceſſity, what they pretend to do at this 
time, without any Neceſſity at all? 

But though the Marquiſate of Yeere being a fe- 
minine Fief, can eaſily come to a foreign Family, yet 
this 1s not ſo much to be feared, as one would 
think at firſt, We have ſeen what Meaſures Prince 
Maurice and King William took, in order to pre- 
vent that danger, and to ſecure not only the Mar- 
quiſate, but all the Eſtate of the Houſe of Naſſar, 
to a Family the beſt affected to the Commonwealth; 
I mean the Family of Naſſau-Dietz. Why cannot 
the ſame Prudence and Forecaſt be expected from 
the preſent Prince of Orange, who is not Jeſs zea- 
lous for the Happineſs and Preſervation of his own 
Country, than his Predeceſſors were; of which he 
has given a noble Proof in the Partition of the late 
King William's Eſtate, made in the Year 1732 ? 
Since he conſented, and even wiſhed to have for 
his Share thoſe Lands which are ſituated within the 
Republic, and are of ſome Conſequence to it; tho? 
he was not ignorant that ſuch a Partition could 
not but be diſadvantageous to him, by the un- 


Juſt and ill- grounded Objections raiſed againſt his 


Title to the Marquiſate, which is a very conſiderable 
Part of the Lands which fell to his ſhare. 

The Zealanders have therefore no manner of 
Reaſon, neither real nor apparent, to exert their 
Dominium eminens, by ſuppreſſing the Marquiſate 
of Veere and Fluſhing. If they had had a mind 
to exert it, or if they had been of opinion they 
could exert it lawfully, there have been other Op- 
portunities, Which afforded them much more plau- 
{ible Pretences to ſtretch their Authority : As for 
inſtance, in the Year 1581, at the very time when 
thoſe Cities were ſold, They had a more favour- 

able 
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able Opportunity ſtill in the Year 1585, when 
after the Death of William I. the Republic being 
reduced to a very great extremity, was obliged to 
beg the French King's Aſſiſtance z which being re- 
fuſed, ſhe applied to Queen Elizabeth, who ſent 
Troops into Holland in her own Pay, with this 
Condition, that for the Security of the Payment 
of the Expences ſhe was at, the Dutch ſhould de- 
liver three Cities to her, in each of which ſhe ſhould 
put an Engliſh Gariſon. Fluſhing was one of thoſe 
Cities: But neither the States General, nor the States 
of Zealand, would ſuffer foreign Troops to enter 
into it, without the Conſent of Prince Maurice, 
then ſtill very young, who conſented to it im- 
mediately. And yet it was not decided then, whe- 
ther the Marquiſate ſhould belong to Prince Mau- 
rice, according to his Father*s laſt Will and Teſ- 
tament, or to the eldeſt Son Philip-Milliam, who 
was a Roman Catholic, and in the power of the 
Spaniards. The Zealanders knew at that time, as 
well as they do now, how far their Authority reaches; 
and beſides, it was a Ciſe of the moſt urgent Neceſ- 
ſity, in which they had the moit plauſible Pre- 
tence to exert their Dominium eminens, Bat that 
Republic, which was formed in order to ſecure 
to the Subjects a Liberty of Conſcience, and the 
free and unmoleſted Enjoyment of their Property, 
would have ſcorned to recede from thoſe Prin- 
ciples of Juſtice and Equity, on which it was 
founded. 

Laſtly, That Dominium eminens of the States 
of Zealand, does by no means extend fo far as they 
pretend; for, on the contrary, their Proceedings 
are directly againſt the Fundamental Laws, and par- 
ticu'ar Privileges of their own Province. The 
aſſert, * that as they have ſucceeded to the Earls 
Jof Zealand, the Power they have, as being the 
States of the Province, is not limited, and that 
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© they enjoy all the Rights of Sovereignty.” We 
grant this laſt Aſſertion. But though the Earls of 
Zealand were Sovereigns, had their Authority no 
Bounds whatſoever? Was not their Power limited 
by the Laws and Privileges of the Country ? And 


particularly by the Laws of the Arch-Duke hi- 


lip, by which it is enacted *, That when any pri- 
vate Perſon ſhall have been quietly in Poſſeſſion of 
a Fief for a Year and a Day, be ſhall not be deprived 
of it, but by a due Courſe of Law. And Þ That 
a Fief or any other Eſlate ſhall remain in the Owner”s 
bands by Preſcription, after having been in his Poſ- 
ſeſſion twenty Years, if he be a Native of the Land, 
and thirty Tears, if he be a Foreigner. And in the 
great Privilege granted by Mary of Burgundy in 
the Year 1476, it is declared t, That it ſhall not 
be lawful for the Earls, or for their D:ſcendants to 
appropriate to themſelves any Eſtate, Fief, or Inbe- 
ritance, nor to diſpeſſeſs the Owner of them, before 


#hey proceed againſt him according to the common 


Courſe of Law, Was that Courſe of Law fol- 
lowed with regard to the Marquiſate of Heere and 
Fluſhing ? Have the Zealanders hcarkened to the 
juſt Complaints and Repreſentations of the Hairs, 
and of the Adminiſtrators of King J/i//ian”s Will? 
Have they paid any Rezard to a Preſcription of 
above an hundred Years? Have they, properly 
ſpeaking, urged any other Reafon to juſtify their 


Proceedings, but their abſolute Power, their Domi 
nium eminens ? If the Sovereign's Power extend ſo. 


far in Zealand, if he be the only proper Judge of 
the Caſes in which he may, and ought to exert 
his Authority, without any regard to the funda- 
mental Laws and Privileges of the Country, no Man 
will be ſecure in the Poſleflion of his own Pro- 
perty. And how terrible will be the Conſequences 
of ſuch a Maxim to the Subjects of the States? It 

would 
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would be difficult to meet, not only in a Com- 


monwealth, but even in the moſt abſolute Monar- 
chy, with an Inſtance of ſuch a Conduct like that 
of the Zealanders towards the Prince of Orange, 
in the Affair of the Marquiſate of Veere and Fluſhing. 


— * — 


CHAPTER VV. 


Some Conſiderations concerning the Conduct 
of the Zealanders, with regard to the Mar- 
quiſate of Veere and Fluſhing. 


§. I. Fter all that has been obſerved already, 

it will be no difficult matter to judge 
of the Difference between their Noble Mightineſſes 
the States of Zealand, and his moſt Serene High- 
neſs the Prince of Orange and Naſſau, and to de- 
termine which Party has the beſt Claim. If the 
Zealanders were ſo well perſuaded, as they would 
have the World believe, that they are in the right, 
and that in all their Proceedings they have fol- 
lowed the Rules of Juſtice, and acted agreeably 
to the fundamental Laws and Conſtitution of the 
Republic, why ſhould they refuſe to ſubmit this 
Difference to the ordinary Courſe of Law ? This 
is what the Claimants have conſtantly demanded, 
what the Prince of Orange till inſiſts upon, and 
what the States of Gelderland, Friefland, and Gro- 
ningen all demand. What Riſk would the Zea- 
landers run, if they granted fo juſt and fo rea- 
ſonable a Requeſt? King William's Heirs would be 
fatisfied with this, the Public would applaud ſuch 
a Conduct, and the Marquiſate would be never- 


theleſs ſuppreſſed, if the Reaſons they urge for 
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ſuppreſſing it be as ſtrong and ſolid as they pretend. 
But they will not run that danger, and their refuſing 
to have this Difference determined by the com- 
mon Courſe of Law, is a plain Proof, that they 
themſelves queſtion the Solidity of their Argu— 
ments, and are perſuaded, that impartial Judges 
would not give a Judgment in their favour. But 
let us enter into a more particular Examination of 
the Conduct of the Zealanders; we may obſerve 
many glaring Inconſiſtences both in their Proceed- 
ings, and in the Reaſons they urge to vindicate 

them. 

§. II. The fir Inconſſtency in their Proceed. 
ings, is this. They begin their Manifeſto with 
obſerving, * That immediately after the Death of 
* William III. of Glorious Memory, King of Great 
Britain, Sc. Prince of Orange, Sc. Sc. their 
Noble Mightineſſes the States of Zealand, came 
to a Reſolution to reſtore the Cities of Yeere and 
Fluſhing to the ſame Rank with the other Pro- 
vincial Cities, which ſend Deputies to the States 
from which Rank they had been degraded by 
the Decree made in the Year 1581, for the Sale 
of thoſe Cities, and to free them of all Vaſ- 
ſalage and Dependence from any private Lord, 
by offering the contending Parties a reaſonable 
Equivalent; and that they had moſt ſeriouſly 
deliberated upon the means proper to execute 
that Deſign; . ©... . But that, as it had not been 
poſſible to bring that Affair ſooner to a peel 
maturity, the execution of it was put off till a 
more favourable Opportunity, Here then we are 
told, that the deſign of ſuppreſſing the Marquifate 
of Veere was formed as ſoon as the Year 1702, 
and immediately after the Death of King J/illiam. 
But how can this be reconciled with the public 
Declarations, which the States of Zealand made in 
the Years 1702, 1703, and 1704 ? After the Death 
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of King William, the Princeſs Dowager of Naſſau, 
Mother and Guardian to William Henry Friſo, Prince 
and Stadtholder of Frieſland, Sc. demanded the 
Inveſtiture of the Marquiſate of Veere and Fluſh- 
ing for her Son. But in the Anſwer the Zealan- 
ders made her, they mentioned neither the Right, 
nor the Deſign they had to ſuppreſs that Fief: they 
anſwer'd only, That as the King of Prufſiz did 
« alſo claim a part of the late King William's Eſtate, 
their Noble Mightineſſes were of opinion, that 
in Prudence they ought to ſuſpend the Inveſti- 
ture, till the Difference was determined, and it 
was known to whom the Marquiſate of Veere 
and Hluſbing ſhould be adjudged.* They made 
very much the ſame Anſwer to the States Gene- 
ral, who as Executors of King William III's Will 
had demanded the Inveſtiture of the Marquilate ; 
and they declared at the ſame time, That this 
Delay would by no means prejudice the Clai- 
* maints.* But further, after the Zealanders had 
made conſiderable Alterations in the Regency of 
Veere and Fluſhing, and their High-Mightineſſes 
had made ſtrong Repreſentations upon it in the 
Years 1703, and 1704, the Zealanders declared moſt 
ſolemnly, That what they had done, would not 
« prejudice the Right of the Marquis, at whoſe 
Prerogatives they did by no means deſign to ftrike.” 
The States of Holland were ſtill at that time ſo 
far from thinking that the Zealanders aimed then 
at ſuppreſſing the Marquiſate, that in their Reſo- 
lution of October 5, 1705, by which they forbid 
the Great Council to meddle with the Affairs of 
Veere and Huſbing, they inſerted the following Clauſe; 
© That the Perſon, who ſhould afterwards be ac- 
knowledged as Marquis of Yeere and Fluſhing, 
would be ſuffered to aſſert his Right, by can- 
celling the Alterations made in thole Cities, and 
putting the Regency of them again upon its an- 
| L 2 cient 
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© cient footing.” If the Zealanders had really, as 
they declared, no intention. to prejudice the Per- 
ſon, who ſhould afterwards be acknowledged as 
Marquis of Veere, and if they only waited till the 
Difference between the King of Pruſſia and the 
Prince of Orange was decided, how can they aſ- 
ſert in their Manifeſto, © that immediately after 
the Death of William III. they came to 
© a Reſolution to aboliſh the Marquiſate ..... 
© and deliberated upon the means proper to exe- 
cute that Deſign.” If this was reſolved upon at 
that time, was there not ſome Prevarication in the 
Conduct of the Zealanders, who would make the 
World believe, that they refuſed the Inveſtiture 
for no other Reaſon, but becauſe the Diſpute be- 
tween the Claimants was not yet determined ? The 
States of Zealand declare, That they are not obliged 
to anſwer for their Conduct, but to God alone; but 
fince they have been pleaſed to acquaint the Pub- 
lic with the Reaſons of their Proceedings, were it 
not to be wiſhed, that hey 6 ſhewed alſo, how 
the Declarations and public Proteſtations, they made 
in 1702, and the following Years, can be recon- 
ciled with the Reſolution they had already taken 
at that time? Or how what they did then agrees 
with what they have done fince. 

$. III. Here follows another Inconſiſtency in their 
Proceedings. In this final Reſolution, dated No- 
vember 17, 1732, they declare, that, By the ung- 
* nimous Conſent of all the Members of the State, 
it was reſolved .;. . to diſcharge ....... the 
Cities of Yeere and Fliſbing from all Dependency 
and Feodal Right, &c *.” How could they af- 
ſert that this was done by an «nanimous Conſent, 
ſince in the Year 1723, the City of Veere, one of 
the Members of the State, made ſuch vigorous Op- 
poſitions, and urged ſuch ſtrong Reafons againſt 


it, 


See Pag. 48. 


it, as put the States of Zealand under a great Con- & 
ſternation ? So that this, together with the diſcon- 4 
tent which that Affair created both within and 

without the Province, was the reaſon why the De- | 
ſign of the Zealanders was not executed at that 1 
time, If the Magiſtrates of Yeere have altered 

their Minds ſince, and come into the ſame Mea- n 
ſures with the other Members of the States of Zea- * 
land, they ought, it ſeems, in their own Vindica- 

tion, and in order to ſatisfy the Public, to have 

declared the Reaſons which determined them, and i 
which could outweigh the ftrong Arguments which c 
they themſelves urged in their Opinion or Reſolu- 4 
tion, dated June 21, 1723, which we have given | 
above“. 

But though the City of Veere had concurred 
with the other Cities of Zealand for ſuppreſſing the 
Marquiſate, does it follow from thence that it was 
ſuppreſſed by the unanimous Conſent of all the Mem- 
bers of the State? The Aſſembly of the States of 
Zealand conſiſts of ſeven Members; the firſt is the 
Body of the Nobility repreſented by the Firſt-No- 
bleman; the other fix are the Deputies of the fix 
Cities. Now 1t is certain that the firſt Member, 
viz. the Prince of Orange as Firſt-Nobleman did 
not give his Conſent to the Suppreſſion of the Mar- 
quiſate; and yet he is a Part of the States of the 

Province. Can it be aflerted that an Affair was 
determined and concluded in an Aſſembly by an 
unanimous Conſent, when it is publickly known, 
that it was carried notwithſtanding the repeated 
Proteſtations, and to the manifeſt Prejudice of one 
of the Members of the ſame Aſſembly? 

§. IV. The third Inconſiſtency in the Proceedings 
of the Zealanders, is this. They inſiſt very much 
* upon the Danger there is leſt the Cities of Yeere 
and Huſbing ſhould fall into*the Hands of ſome 
foreign Prince, Sc... . which could not but he 
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© of a moſt dangerous Conſequence for Zealand, 
* where a Marquis of Yeere has ſo great a Credit.” 
How diſtant ſoever ſuch a Danger was, we own it 
might make the Zealanders unealy. But what is 
moſt ſurpriſing is, that they take a final Reſolution 
juſt when the Danger is paſt. The final Reſolu— 
tion to ſuppreſs the Marquiſate was not taken, or 
at leaſt not executed *till November 1732, that is to 
ſay, immediately after it was notified to them, that 
by the Partition- Treaty, concluded in June that 
ſame Year, the Cities of Veere and Fluſhing were 
adjudged to the Prince of Orange, from whom 
they themſelves own they have nothing to fear. 
Cannot we infer from thence, that the Zealanders 
ated as they have done, not out of fear of a fo- 
reign Prince, but rather from a Deſign to deprive 
the Prince of Orange of the Inheritance of his An- 
ceſtors, and to take from him all manner of Credit 
and Influence in their Province ; and that they put 
off the Execution of their Deſign *till the Diſpute 
between that Prince and the King of Pruſſia was 
determined. Then their Project was come to a 
perfect maturity; that was the favourable Opportu- 
nity they expected, and in which they thought they 
could proceed with Security“. | 
§. V. We have a fourth Inconſiſtency to obſerve in 
their Conduct. They aſſert, that it is inconſiſtent 
< with the fundamental Laws and Conſtitution of 
< Zealand, that Cities which have Votes in the 
Aſſembly of the States of the Province ſhould 
< be held of, and depend from a private Subject of 
the Province.“ One would think that they were 
reſolved to reform all the Abuſes which had crept 
into Zealand, and to reſtore the ancient and funda- 
mental Conſtitutions of their Government. But 
upon what Period of Time could they fix, in order 
to juſtify the Alterations they intended to make ? 
| | Could 
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Could they fix upon the Time which preceded the 
Revolution which happened in the Low-Countries, 
when Zealand was ſtill governed by Earls? But 
at that Time the Aſſembly of the States confiſted 
of three Members, the Clergy, the Body of the 
Nobility, and the Deputies of the Cities. They 
did not certainly pretend to reſtore the Government 
upon that footing. Nor was 1t their Deſign to efta- 
bliſh again the ſame Form of Government which 
took place at the firſt Riſe of the Commonwealth. 
In the Year 1579 it was ordered and agreed that 
the Aſſembly of the States ſhould confiſt for the 
future of ſeven Members, the firſt of which was 
the Body of the Nobility repreſented by the Firſt- 
Nobleman, and the fix next the Deputies of the 
ſix Cities, two of which were Veere and Fluſhing, 
according to the Privileges which had been granted 
to them in the Year 1574; and Things have con- 
tinued in the ſame Condition *till the Death of 
King William. To change at preſent that Form 


of Government, to call into queſtion the Right 


which the Firſt- Nobleman has to repreſent the Bo- 
dy of the Nobility, or the firſt Member of the 
State, to refuſe him a Scat in the Aſſembly of 
States, to make that Aſſembly to conſiſt only of 
the ſix Cities, is this to reſtore the Government 
upon its ancient footing ? Is it not on the contrary 
to ſubvert the ancient and primitive Conſtitution of 
the Republic, and to ſet up a new Form of Go- 
vernment ? 

If the Marquis of Yeere's Claim to repreſent, as 
Firſt-Nobleman, the whole Body of the Nobility 
be ill- grounded, if it be an Uſurpation which was 
tolerated in the Princes of Orange, as the Zealanders 
pretend, but which is no longer ſufferable, if the 
Noble Families of Zealand enjoyed formerly 1n 
that Province the ſame Privileges which the Nobi- 
lity enjoys in the other Provinces, if they had a 
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Right to fit and vote in the Aſſembly of the States, 
the proper way to put Things again upon their 
ancient footing, and to do juſtice to thoſe Families, 
would be, to reſtore to the Nobility their former 
Privileges, and not to aboliſh their whole Body, or 
the firſt Member of the State, by calling into que- 
ſtion the Rights and Prerogatives of the Firſt-No- 
bleman. | 

If it be really inconſiſtent with the Conſtitution 
of Zealand, that Cities which are held of a private 
Perſon ſhould ſend Deputies io the Slates, the proper 
Method to redreſs that Grievance according to the 
Rules of Juſtice, is not, to deprive the Prince of 
Orange of thoſe Cities, which his Anceſtors have 
lawfully purchaſed and poſſeſſed; but to deprive 
thoſe Cities of the Privileges they obtained in the 
Year.1574, or at leaſt to ſuſpend the exerciſe of 
theſe, Privileges, as long as they are held of and 
depend from a private Perſon ; conformably to the 
Inſtance which the Zealanders themſelves urge of 
the City of Tolen, which being mortgaged in the 
Year 1520 to the Lord of Bergen-op-Zoom, loſt 
thereby the Right ſhe had to ſend Deputies to the 
States of the Province, and did not recover that 
Right *till ſhe was made free from all Dependency 
and Vaſſalage. But the Zcalanders are not of that 
Opinion; and it is plain enough from their whole 
Conduct, that their only view is to keep the Prince 
of Orange out of the Aſſembly of their States, 
and not to ſuffer him to have the leaſt Credit in 
Zealand, though his Claim be grounded upon the 
very Conſtitution and fundamental Laws of their 
Province. 

$. VI. It muſt even be obſerved, that this is not 
properly a Diſpute between the Sovereign and a 
Vaſſal or Subject, as the Zealanders would have it, 
but rather a Diſpute between one Part of the So- 
vereignty and the other Part of the fame. The 
Prince 
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Prince ofOrange being Lord of Veere and Fluſpiag. 
is indeed in that reſpect a Subject of Zealard: 
But being alſo the Firſt-Nobleman, and repreſen- 
ting as ſuch the whole Body of the Nobility, one 
ſeventh Part of the Sovereignty, which refides in 
the Aﬀembly of the States, is lodged with him, 
and he is the firſt Member of that Aſſembly. Now, 
is it reaſonable that one Part of the Government 
ſhould ſeize upon the whole Sovereignty, and de- 
prive the other Part of it, without due Courſe of 
Law, and without making any account of the juſt 
Complaints and Proteſtations of the Party concer- 
ned? Can any Inſtance be alledged of ſuch Pro- 
ceedings, at leaſt an Inſtance proper to be made a 
Precedent and to be imitated in a free and juſt Go- 
vernment ? The Zealanders inſiſt very much upon 
their Dominium eminens, or ſupreme Power, by 
Virtue of which they think they have a Right to 
deal with the Subjects after ſuch a manner as they 
judge the moſt conducible to the public Good. But 
I would fain ask, with whom the ſupreme Power,or 
Dominium eminens, is lodged in Zealand? Is it only 
with the Deputies of the fix Cities, or with the Aſ- 
ſembly of the States, which is compoſed of ſeven 
Members, one of which is the firſt Nobleman? If 
the ſupreme Power be lodged with the Aſſembly of 
the States, compoſed of ſeven Members, how can 
it be aſſerted, that what was propoſed and detern i- 
ned by fix Members only, without the Concur- 
rence, and even notwithſtanding the Oppofitions, 
and to the manifeſt Prejudice of the ſeventh, was 
done by the Sovereign? If ever there was an un- 
juſt and irregular Proceeding, it is that of the Zea- 
landers with regard to the Prince of Orange. If 
ever there was an Affair which deſerved to be fully 
examined, and determined according to the Rules 
of the ſtricteſt Juſtice, and even with the Concur- 
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rence and unanimous Conſent of the ſeven United 
Provinces, it is certainly that before us. 

$. VII. For in the Republic of the ſeven United 
Provinces, all the Affairs of great Conſequence, 
and which concern the whole Commonwealth, as 
for inſtance, Peace and War, Sc. are decided not 
by a Majority of Votes, but by the unanimous 
Conſent of all the Members of the States General. 
And an Affair as this was, wherein it was propoſed 
to alter in one Province the Form of Government, 
which had continued from the very firſt Beginning 
of the Republic, and to deprive a Subject, and fo 
illuſtrious a Subject as the Prince of Orange, whoſe 
Anceſtors were the Founders and Defenders of 
that Commonwealth, of an Eſtate which his Fami- 
ly had quietly enjoyed for above a Century; ſo 
important an Affair, I ſay, deſerved certainly to be 
handled with the utmoſt Caution, and ought not 
to have been determined but by the common Con- 
ſent of all the United Provinces, and that for two 
Reaſons chiefly. 

The firſt is, becauſe this is, as we have obſerved 
above, a Diſpute between one Part of the Sove- 
reignty in Zealand, and the other Part of it. 
Some Members of the Province, or the Deputies of 
the ſix Cities, who are but a Part of the States, 
could not be Judges in their own Cauſe. If they 
did really act from a Zeal for the public Good, 
and from a Principle of Reaſon and Juſtice, it 
ſeems, that for their own Satisfaction, they ought 
to have left the Judgment and Determination of 
that Affair to the Aſſembly of the States General of 
the United Provinces. 

The ſecond Reaſon why the Zealanders ought 
not to have taken upon themſelves to judge of that 
matter, is, that it concerned directly the States Ge- 
neral, who were appointed Executors of King 
William's Will, and who having conſented to exe- 
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cute it, were impowered, and, it ſeems, even oblig- 
ed to take care that the Heirs ſhould be put in 
full poſſeſſion of the Eſtate left them, with all 
. the Rights and Privileges annexed to it ; as it is 
poſitively ſpecified in a Reſolution of their High- 
Mightineſſes, paſſed November 6, 1702, with the 
Concurrence and Conſent of the States of Zealand ; 
which Reſolution was occaſioned by ſome Inno- 
vations which the latter had made in the Regency 
of Veere and Fluſhing, to the prejudice of the an- 
cient and unqueſtionable Right of the Marquis. 

Is it not therefore very plain, that the Zea- 
landers who have proceeded after ſo deſpotic and 
arbitrary a manner, who have done ſo conſiderable 
a wrong to King William's Heirs, who have paid 
no regard to the Repreſentations of three Provinces, 
which make up almoſt one half of the Republic, 
have acted inconſiſtently with the Union which 
ought to be preſerved between all the Confederated 
Provinces ? This Affair belonged properly to the Cog- 
nifance of the Aſſembly of the States General, and 
ſnould not have been determined but with the una- 
nimous Conſent of the Seven Provinces. 


The Zealanders will perhaps anſwer to this, that 


three Provinces out of the ſeven have already open- 
ly declared for the Prince of Orange, and would 
never have conſented to the ſupprefling of the 
Marquiſate, nor to any thing that was againſt the 
Intereſt of a Prince, whom they have choſen for 
their Stadtholder. 

Thoſe Provinces have indeed declared for the 
Prince of Orange, whoſe Cauſe they have eſpouſ- 
ed and aſſerted. But after what manner? On! 
ſo far as Juſtice and Equity required. They have 
not demanded in a haughty manner, that the Prince 
of Orange be inveſted with the Marquiſate, and 
all the Prerogatives annexed to it : They have 
only deſired that Juſtice might be done to that Prince, 


and 


17 deelated, that they would have things 
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und the Difference determined according to the 
Courſe of Law. This is the Scope of 


their Repreſentations, and even of thoſe of the 


Pirie himſelf. Is there any thing rrregalar in ſuch 


Proceedings? Is not their Demand agreeable to Rea- 


'foh and Equity? 


But fince theſe three Provinces have ſufficient- 
left in 
the ſame Condition they were in at King Vil- 
tian's Death, and that they were of opinion, that 
the Prinee of Orange ought to be inveſted with 
the Marquifate z this ſhews evidently, that his keep- 
ing it would not be ſo dangerous to the State, as 


the Zealanders would make the World believe. The 
| Provinces of Gelderland, Friefland, and Groningen, 


are not lefs concerned in the Welfare and Preſer- 
vation of the Republic, than the Province of Zea- 
land; and if there was really any Danger to let 
that Marquiſate ſubſiſt with all the Prerogatives 
annexed to it, theſe three Provinces wonld con- 
eur with as much Zeal as Zealand, to the ſuppreſ- 
fing of that Fief. I dare even to ſay ſomething 
more. If it were dangerous for the Republic in 
general. or only for Zealand in particular, that 
the Cities of Veere and Fluſhing be in the Prince 


of Orange*s poſſeſſion, that Prince is too zealous 


tor the public good, not to do any thing that is 


in his power to promote it, even to his own pre- 


ice. In this Difference he has given unqueſ- 
tionable Proofs of his Moderation, and deen how 
enwilling he is to uſe any means that might be 

ainſt the Laws of his Country, or diſturb the 
Framqulility of it, He has contented himfelf with 
urging his Arguments; and for the reſt, he ſub- 
mits his Cauſe to the ordinary Courſe of Law, 


and appeals to the Equity of the States General, 


who look upon it as a Fundamental, and till this 
| | | time 
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time inviolate Law, to do Juſtice to every one, 
to Strangers as well as to Subjects. 
One cannot therefore but wonder, that one par- 
ticular Province ſhould act after ſo arbitrary a man- 
ner, and that the fundamental Laws of the Re- 
public ſhould be infringed for the firſt time; and 
that too, with regard to a Prince, whoſe Anceſtors 
have founded the Republic, and defended the Laws 
and Liberty of it at the Expence of their own 
Eſtates, and even of their Blood; a Prince, who 
by the Glory of the illuſtrious Family from which 
he is deſcended, and more till by his own ſhin- 
ing Qualities, deſerves, and wins the Eſteem and 
Veneration of all thoſe who know him. The ge- 
neral Love and Affection which the Prince of O- 
range has gained, not only from the People, but 
even from many of thoſe who are at the head 
of the Government; the conſiderable Services which 
his Anceſtors have done to the Republic, and what 
he himſelf is capable to do for his Country, all 
this may give us ſome Reaſons to hope, that he 
Zealanders will one day entertain more favourable 
Sentiments of that Prince, and be diſpoſed to do 
him the Jaſtice he deſerves. 
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